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Kui Kondhs : 


THRY 
eZ) 


Observations of an administrative officer in the 
Kondh Hills in the early Forties. 


I be in the fitness of things to des- 
‘oribe a Konch village to start with. Except for 

fow major villages a Kendh villages general 
II unit consisting of 8 to 10 houses. The 
‘mall villages grow in size as new commers 
‘come to fake shelter withthe original residents. 
‘They ere usually related to the latter and come 
tothe new site on their invitation. Non-Tr 


bls also come and mingle with tbe population 
‘with the permissien cf tho older resident. 
‘These new commers construct their ncuses 
cither contiguous to tte existing houses or 
Pt 


ty of space. 


ched, according to avaiabi 


‘The village site is usvally selected with 
ence to some geographical advantages. In 
‘almost all cases the site is located close to 
mall hillock which Is rot frequented by carni 
‘vorous animals end which is useful as @ fuel 
Teeaive and seives the Adivasis in many otter 
‘ways. He collects fuel trem such hillock 


lowers. roots etc, 
‘are also collected by the children of the 
Kendh, 


‘The lovel of the site is. usually tapering 
towards the paddy lards of the village. Paddy 
din the valley between two 


hillocks or two areas of high lands 
the valley proper and the _hillocks 
scrub jungle of thorny bushes and creepers 
ind close to ita few fruit bearing trees a 
iso to be seen. This vegetation Keeps the 
village cool during summer months. Mango, 
Jack-ftuit are also there in the close vicinity 
Of the village and are generally common pro. 
erty. There are a few sego palm tees also in 
‘the outskirts of the village. 


Drainage System : 

The site is also chosen with reference to 
the course of the 12in diainage in order to 
avoid direct rain drainage which flows in 
tonents during rains. There is no drainage 
‘system in the steet proper and rain drainage 
‘lows down the gentle slepe that isto be-seen 
inthe street. One therefore finds that the 
‘no rain gullies formed by tho rain diainage 
‘which flows with great velocity. 


‘The ext important factor in 
village site is its proximity to a perennial 
spring. Thore are no wells inthe area. 01.4 the 
people depend upcn the spring tor diinking 
‘water and for washing etc., purpos 
‘The epting, therefore is a necessity and it is 

1d pr-pely by community labour of 
the village. The spring is usually below 
the foot of a tee like mango. tig etc. 


‘Another important tector in selecting & 
village site seems to be its proximity to land 
‘capable of grewirg paddy. As mentioned 
tbove the paddy lands of the village tie very 
‘loso to it. These paddy lands wore originally @ 
small group of fields but in course of time 
due to land hunger of the teas, he has added 
‘many more fields to the originally small group 
by scooping the sides. From the other side of 
the village the dry lands begin and end with 
the foot-hills, On this land Jawar, Tumori, 
agi, Ginger. Rape, Kult, otc, aro grown. 
{At the uppor end of this dry land clover to. the 
foot hills turmeric Is grown, This patch of 
cultivation extends up to the Podu ares on the 
hil slopes or the hill sides. 


‘The names gf the villages are pecolier in 
their own way, The endings of the village 
names are of different types. Some villages 
fave theit ending in the word “Gando", some 
fther have “Kuppa’ and scme othors fave end 
ings with the word "Gude". As an ending the 
word *Nazu' means @ street. Thus In the main 
Vilage Kalingando (ot Kalinga in Oriya ) there 
femany stieets which are named as Medd 
Najus Bade Noju, Brod Noju cié. These stcets 
fe ramod with reference to topo land marks, 
‘The names are derived from the location of tho 
treat also such a8 Madi naju, Sendo aj 
‘which moen the middle street and tho upper 
root. Brod! Nal is tho name of a steet wich 
hhad o Bhadlo Tice ( Torminilis + Mahenaju qt 
ite name from a big margo tree which was 
txisting when the stroot squattedoriginally oF 
|e atptasent ali, To rofor toavillage asa Naju 
{a not vory correct because almest every major 
village has several streets with common names 
Indicated by the topo details, I asked 08 10 
‘which village he belorgs the Kondh replios 
that he belongs to Kalingando and to such and 


such stot tho’ 


The name of the major villages are after 
‘the names of romote ancestors who first come 
to stay in tho area, Thus the village which fr 
‘was occupied by Kell Mulik or Padhan camo 
to be known as Kalincando. It is the residence 
ff a sub-clon which was fist selected by one 
Keli probably @ euntury ego. Similarly in the 
Cente of Raiskando, Bakingando, Joemangando 
the original ancestors wore Rake, Bake. Zimes 
respectively. The names of some villages have 
‘tha exding inthe word +Kyppe" such as Kumbar 
Kupps, Ades Kupp: otc. Some other villagos 
have the endings with nome of guda 
Kutigvda, Baliguda, Nedigude ote. 


Lay Out of « Vil 


Usually the village headman or Malik 
constiuets his heuse cn erest of @ mound and 
his egnates and others have their heuses cn 
‘the slope towards the spring ot taper in other 
sirections. There ave certain castes which have 
been adopted into Kordh society by reascn of 
some remote inter.caste maviage, These 
femilies live In separate ncuses aong with 
othe: Konéhs. These edapted Konds a 
Kondh potter, Kora Sundi, Kordh Blacksm= 
ith, Kondh.Goude. The panos who are moro 
fr less part of the Kondh society tive in the 
emo street as the Konehs, In some villages 
there aie non-Kench Oriya catieys and in seme 
‘casos there ar8 Gords also, Those sections of 
people live in ediacent houses in the village 
‘They retain their own customs end habits al. 
thovh they gonarally join the Kondh worship 
ahd nitwals. 


‘The houses in tho Kendh village are in 
povallet rows with contiguity of focation. In 
some villages there 10 detached houses also, 
then new cemmers settle In the village. 
Besides the main stvet, a few rows take off 
fiom the main stiget at right angles or 

situated behind it 


House of & Kanda 

Description af a Kendh house is necessary. 
It indicates the level of mental development of 
‘8 Kondh in those early deys. Commun cations 
‘ware very bad. seascns were vety creel and 
‘gonerally the peverty of the Kendh was such 
that he had to thitk of these things when 
Cconattueting his house. Kondhs are living in 
plank houses which is aven now thecaseamong 
the poo! 
‘easier for 9 Kondh to use timber 
building his house, Fetching wet 
spring, preparicg mud also requires more than 
‘one person and there is no such person 
available. The Kordh therefore prefers to 
construct his hou hand made plants. 
‘Sawirg was out of question because in Ganjam 
agency by 1938 there was enly one group of 
‘sawers. A Kondh cuts dewn s2/, Poasal and 
leven Sishu tree for using as walls of his hou: 
‘These planks aro 10° to 12: lors. abeut 2 
thick and about 12+ to 14~ brosd. They aie 
placed one cver another en the narrow edges, 
of the planks and held together by vertical 
botnas om either si¢e to hd them in positicn. 
‘These bulhas in their win are Feld togeiter by 
means of wooden bolis prepared by tre Kordh 
hhimeolf. There are no carpenters in the aes 
‘except quite a few Kerns who have learnt the 
art, Therefore the Kendh Pas to do this type of 
cearpantry by himself. 


‘The house is generally 10° X20’. made of 
planks, ite hoight is usually & to 8. The 
erevices between the planks ere filled with 
mud to keep out the wind and insects trom 
gotting into the house. The door way of the 
house isthe only openirg to it. There is no 
‘window to the heuse. The éocr is @ single 
leat one. It is of generally Saf or Margo 
planks and hand hewr: and hand «ized. 


‘There axe two to thtee steps leedirg to the 
do3t way. There are vararéahs on sido 
2103" in height end made of med. These 


verandah are kept very clean by mud pl 
‘and scme times with hand designs dore by tho 
‘girls. The locking arrangement of the door is & 
‘contrivance, which cen be operated both trem 
Inside and outside. There ia no feat of house 
theft and this locking arangement is enly to 
{et the door shut when the people go out in 
{the day oF go nto sleep in the night. Usually 
there is @ smell garden enclosed by split 
‘bamboo on either side of the house on which 
tcbaceo oF brinjel is grown. Thove is no back~ 
‘yatd to the house end in order to keep his 
plggery safe trom prowling wild snimals the 
Kondh has 2 smell enclosure close to his 
backyard. This is made ct bulehs tixed into 
the ground and inter twined with split bamboo, 
He has 2 smalicompartmert made. vortically on 
the side of the varandah which is closed with 
‘a tsp door during night. In this, his fowls are 
fept during night. f tho fowls are fow, they 
‘re kept along with the geats in themain living 


In the front of the house there is bench. 
like contrivence sbcut 2! high. It consists of 
‘a plank 2+ thick about" long ard & to 10% 
biced which isfixed on the top of 2 posts 
sunk into the grcucd. This is knewn as Dede- 
‘dps or dora. It's used for unloeding the brass 
for conthen pots filled with water placed oro 
ver the other and fetched by the weman fim 
the village spring. Water cts full with water 
paced ore ever the other cannot be taken into 
the house thrcugh the coor.way and therefore 
they are unloaded there. Cleared utensils are 
‘also fetched from the spring and kept on this 
Gade before they are tken in. The males vso 
18s dadpa as # bench whore they sit and 
smoke their kahalis in tho afternoon when 
Teisure. 


“The superstructure of the house is of split 
‘and seasoned bambco with roofing of paddy 
thatch or sadar grass. Paddy thatch is very 
seae and generally the Kondh collects Sabal 


‘rasa from the hills at the beginning of summer. 
Split bamboos are used for rafters and the 
beams ara of unsized timber. In front of the 
house of the Malik or Tlombe the Dhsreni 
Pens located and the Deity is propitisted 
trom time to time according to the Konch 
custom. 


(On the opposite side of the tobaco plot 
the Kondh has his fuel stock. He dows not 
‘collect fuel during winter because wild animals 
fare thon active in the forest. It is impossible 
to collect fuel in the Rainy season because ot 
heavy and prolonged rains. The Kondh,thorefore. 
collects fuel and stocks it to last durirg the 
adverse seasons. Ho piles the fuel collected by 
hhim whether green ot dey ina crude receptacie. 
‘A parallel row of pcles is fixed on the ground. 
‘The fuel logs are kept one over the other up 
to aheight of 8 to 10 ft. in this enclosu 
“These logs are cut in to pieces 8 to 10 fit. 10 
store them in the above manne. 


Accultursation has appeered in the eo 
‘and is moving on with rapid and tong stides. 
‘oturally as every thing starts with homo the 
pattern of house building is also undergoing & 
Change: Panos who frequent the plain area 
‘and oriya sett ns have 
‘hair houses built of wattle and daunb and the 
more affluent of them have walls of 

‘The Kandh hes started changirg the pattern of 
his house. Moreover, with rapid de-foresiation 
Amber is becoming more and more scarce as 
the trees ave cut and exported. Broad planks 
fre 8 voiy great scarcity. Carrying water trem 
spring to the house site. preparing med was a 
problem but now a éays the Kondh is able to 
(ot help from among his neighbours cn a very 
malt remuneration. There is no regula: labour 
‘lass in the hill for such purpcses. Thus the 
house of plarks is rapidly disappearicg ard 
houses of mud walls are coming up. This 
change is noticeable in the suburb of riya 


villages ane small towns such as G. Udayegit, 
‘ikabali etc. inthis mud house there is beck 
‘door and beck yard. There is a small. varendah 
‘atthe back of the house. The beck yard is 
used ax en open alt kitchen during the non: 
rainy days. Roof height of the hcuso has also. 
been changed. The doo! frames are not rough 
‘and are made as smooth as possible with hand 
eat doors are beirg replaced by 


‘iso being constructed near the house wher 
‘ever possible. Theso cattle she 10 used 
‘2 the geat penn ot as plggery pern. During 
the lact 40 years there has been quite a good 
{deal of change in the pattern. design otc., of 
the houses that are being constructed. Furni= 
ture like wooden cots, almirahs and even 
‘chairs and tables are now a days being kept in 
the house. Boxes of wood are used for keeping 
jewellery and boxes of zinc sheets heve of 
late come into use replacing the temboo 
receptacles. 


‘The house of an average Kendh who hes 
ino paddy land and who dces not fetch enough 
jungte products the surplus of which he sells 
‘and makes money. has been described. The 
more prosperovs heve hcuses of mud wal 


‘The house of the Kendh is divided into 
‘two compartments one is 12° tong end the 
other 8, The bresdth of house is & to 10°. The 
partition wall between these two compar 
ments is either of plank or of small logs. There) 
is. « email openieg cn the rear end of the room 
to reach the kitchen proper. This is @ smal 
compartment. The kitchen space is only about 
8! x8" arc there is 2 fire place in the kitchen 
which is of the traditonal type. Close to the 
fire place these is» platform of planks fixed to 
4 posts. The plat-foim is used to keap water 
pots for daly use. Along with the water pots, 
1 few utensils mado of German silver of bell- 
metal ave kept. Biass pots of the family are 
iso kept em the plat-form, The quality and 


a) 


size of these utensils depend upon the efflu- 
fence of the family. The utensils are washed 
and cleaned at the village spring by the girls or 
hhouse.wivas of the family in the morning. On 
the top of the fire place of the kitchen there is 
fn ste on which new earthen pots are kept 
for future use. Outing rains earthen pote aro 
not available in the locality. Therefore the 
Kondh house-wives keep # number of new pots 
‘Seasoning them with the juice of Anacsrdium 
seeds to save them from easy breakage. Pots 
‘on the attic are also seasoned by the emcke of 
‘the kitchen. Thus doubly seasoned the pots 
last longer. Near the water pots is 2 small 
‘basket of split bamboo in which the treasured 
‘clothes of the Kondh are kept. In this recepta. 
‘le the femily omaments of silver. German 
silvat and brass 270 algo kept. Gold ornaments 
‘and cash in rupee coins are usually buried 
‘underground in the kitchen space. In the 
kitchen space the Lota (ladéle) either of Goud 
‘metal used for stirring the grusl is kept. 


The living room of the Kondh needs 
description. It is like the Arc of Noah and 
‘contains all the necessities of the Kondh. It Is 
small compact and cremped. It is so used that 
all the earthly possessions of the Konch and 
his daily necessities are kept in it. The flooring. 
of the room is of mud and it is well plastered. 
Im the centie of the room there is @ depression, 
‘ cup like stone is putin it. The stone cup 13 
used for husking paddy. De-husking is done 
by means of an wocden appliance resembling 
8 Jong club. Gitls do the dehusking by beating 
the paddy with this implement. This applisnce 
is called *Ukun". 


‘The sides of the roof are used in every 
possible manner as bracket. Ory maize is hung 
Jn the form of garlands from one end of the 
oom to the other. Green sial/ leat cups which 
the house wives generally prepare during spare 
hours are hung in garlands in hundreds. The 


maize and cups get seasoned by the smoke 
Of the kitchen and assume a dark brown colour. 
‘Musical instrumonts of the Konch liko Dick 
Khanjeni, Flute, Changu, etc., are also hung 
{from the roof or walls. Ripe pumpkins of the 
smaller size are also bung ftom the rafters. 
‘These pumpkins are for domestic consumption 
‘when the season of fresh pumpkins Is over. 
Generally the Kondh does not have enough of 
this vegetable in unripe stage for consumption 
in the kitchen. If there is any surplus beyond 
his requirement. it is stored for future consum- 
pion after selling the surplus. if any, in the 
market. At diffovent places in the roof sloping 
fon either side the bow end arrows of the 
Kondh are tucked. The maich lock if he has 
‘one is hung frm the root by @ string of fibre 
‘end by its side the powder flask of gourd 
hung. The cheap jewellery of the house hold, 
‘generally beads of seeds woods and glass sre 
kept in small bamboo box and hung from the 
oof. Braided paddy stalks with paddy are also 
furg from the roof. Due to smoke of the 
kiteten throughout the whole day, the sial leat 
‘cups, maize and all other things in the living 
coloured and assume a bronze 


A targe number of the non-edibie gourds 
‘ere hung ftom the root for future use. All the 
‘sqricultral implements like God), goble wtc., 
the axe, the sickle, the javelin, the Tangia and 
‘other implements are also normally tucked 
into the roof in thelr selected plac 


The livieg room provides accommodation 
for the parents and smaller chil 
house. The grown up boys and 
sleep in the youth lodges and maid ledges 
‘hight, a8 there is no space in the house for 
them to tleep in the night for obvious reasons. 
‘Small cots 4° X 2" woven with jungle fibre are 
used by the family whenever ene is sble to 
have thie tuxuty. In the ebsence of these cote 


the family sleeps on mats made of date leeves 
soft reads etc 


|At the end of the room there is a small 
‘mud plat-form about 8” high which runs 
Throughout breadth of the room and Is about 
48°" in breadth. In the contre of this smell 
plat-form there is @ fire place wich is kept 
burning day and night during rainy ard 
‘winter months to Keep the house warm. The 
fire Is very necessary for the Konéh during 
winter months when it is very cold and be 
hes no watm clothing. Dutirg nights he sleens 
with feet towards the fi 
facets of the fomity and its fowls 
‘kept near this fire place over night. 


Food & food habits : 

‘A description of the food and food habits 
of a kendh is given tere. Rice Is called Pelz 
cd very few Kordhs have rice dict fcr more 
than two months. In the absence cf 2 pure 
rice diet they use tice sparingly mixing it with 
some cereals of millets. Edible leaves and 
foots are aise mixed with this rice. Whenever 
the Kondh rune short of rice cnly cereals or 
rnillets are cooked in the gruel form and eaten. 


Bunner beans. Pumpkin, 
Green papoys, Green plantains are cocked os 
curry oF aie mixed with ahardivt of rice to 
ake # sort of porridge. During fastieg rmcrths 
(From February to August)the Kondh lives cnibe 
porridge described above. Powder of Segopalm 
heartwood,powdered mar qckernets.edibieroots 
‘and leaves a1o the common focd ct the Kerch, 
during the lean menths. Fish is 8 luxuiy ard 
fishing. is @ sort of communal activity. Te 
intire village go to the fishing ground which 
isa big nalé ot @ minor river. Fishing goes on 


thom day to dey for 3 oF 4 days. the party 
staying in the camp. The fish caught are partly 
‘consumed on the spot and the laiger portion 
Is tett drying on the flat sheet rocks nearby. 
‘At the end of the huoting the party leaves. for 
its village with dry fish to be consumed in 
future, 


ly goats are 
not butchered. Pigs are killed and eaten. Every 
family gets a small share of the vension 
‘a hunt. The share of the family is sliced and 
hung on a string of fire and exposed to the 
sun. When the slices are ecmpletely dry they 
‘are kept in leat bags for future use. Dutirg the 
lean months the dehydrated meat slices are 
boiled in water and taken as curty or boil- 
‘ed in the porridge. During feast buffalo 
is killed and the meat is sorved along with 
‘The Kondh house.wite prepares cakes 
also out of maize powder and they 
fs focd of snacks. The cakes are beked in 
fire, seeds of the beans are fried and eaten 9s 
snacks. Tamar nd seeds are fried and powdered 
‘and the powder is used in the gruel with dry 
‘mabua flowers mixed with it 


‘The first meal and broaktast is between 
8108 AM. end the second botwoen 210 3 
P.M. when the Kongh retuins from field work, 
‘Thereafter there is no cther meal and the 
Konh gees to bed by 6 PM. If the Kondh has 
ta > to Mis timorie fielé or to his bogeds he 
leaves his home in the early marning by about 
‘un rise ard his broaKfast is taken to tho field 
by his wite or daughter. 


For scasoning curry mahua oil is used: The 
condiments ae turmeric, chilly, and mustard, 
‘The use of spices is boing copied of lato. Eog® 
are used a8 food and are used only for propiti~ 
‘ating the Geds. The Kondh dows not take milk, 
He feels navseate to the smell of boiling milk 
The cows in the ares not wsvally milked and 
re used as bullcks in the field, 


ao 


During the mango season and jackfruit se- 
‘son the Kondhs live practically cn ripe mera 
‘and the jackfruit. This is for about 2 months in 
8 year. There isa variety of mango which ripens 
in the month of Asheds and this is known 2s 
‘Ashada Moho. This tipe mango juice is dries in 
the sun spread on winnaws (Kula. The juice 
fon drying tates the shape of @ thick sheet. 
‘The children of Kondh take this with pleasure 
‘and. the rest is exported to the plains. There 
is @ peculiar preparation from the half-ripe 
mangoes. The skin is removed by means of @ 
mother-of-peail-shell bored in the middie 
‘with the edges of the hole very sherp. The 
mango is cutwith a short penknife into 
continuous slicing. The slices ere not separ 
tod from one another and if stretched take 
the shapo of a garland. This is sun dried and 
consumed as itis or made into cuny. Most of 
this is exported to the plains. Mango stones 
‘re colleciéd during and after the mango 
fleason and kept by the side of the house. 
‘During the lean months the stone is split and 
the Kernel is washed. This is then rubbed into 
paste one slab stone near the spring. The 
‘paste Is dried up in the foim ct a thick cate. 
tis called Beets’, It is mixed in the gruel and 
‘consumed. The sago palm hase gieat food 
Yalue for the Kondh during summer, when & 
‘sage palm bamboo tree is cut tho Kendh 
oles the heart of itwhich is fibrus. Tho 
fibre is beaten into dust, served crudely and 
is used a food either as gruel or mixed with 
some millets, Green jackfruits are not a favou- 
{food of the Kondh, because of the give 
that eames out of the fruit when cut, More 
over it isa labourious process. The ripe jack. 
fits aro faving the seeds aside. These 
seeds are eaten in the curry ot are sold in the 
rmaket. Dry Maha flowers are preserved and 
‘cooked with millots or with rice if availabe. 
Tamarind seeds are fied and powdered end 
the powder is mixed with millets or rice and 
‘eaten 2s poids 


Paddy, maize, jawor are fried and the Konch 
‘adults and children rolish those as snecks. 
‘The seeds of the jockfruit are baked in the 
‘embers and are eaten with relish. 


Drinking habit = 


‘The drinkirg habit of the Kondh needs 
perhaps @ description. He drinks Solpo juice, 
‘Matoa arrack x well as rice arrack. Ganja and 
Bhang have not penetrated into the area 
‘although it is said that Britishers planted Ganja 
{in Tikabali area about 40 years back. There 
‘0.8 few Dato trees inthe area which are also 
‘being tapped for ¢oddy. The most common of 
the drinks is $0/p0 juice. The s0/p0 tees, are 
planted by the Kondhs and in # few cases they 
‘grow wild from the seeds that are strewn on 
the ground while the tees ave being cut. 
‘These solpo trees are planted in tho foot 
hills ond sometimes in the vicinity of @ village. 
‘The -olpo tree is just like @ coconut or Areca 
‘ut tee, it grows to a diamotre of 4° to 6° and 
toa height of 20° to 25° when mature. Tho 
‘branches are long lke thet of @ coconut 160 
fand are more like those of an Arecanut tree. 
‘The leaves are bigger and broader than those 
of the other two palms. The tie takes abcut 4 
{years to mature and to yield tocdy. 


‘As soon as the flowering takes place the 
tuee is tapped in the same manner a a palm 
tue oF 8 date tree is tapped. The liquor oozing 
‘out {rem the tee is held in smal earthen pots 
fn wich a tew paddy roots and *Kudhan’ roots 
are placed. This is to secure quick formenta 
tion and to foutealice the bad effects, of the 
jue. itis said that in the absence of these 
substances the drink is poisonous and couses 
Gysontry. The pot of juice is brought down 
bby means of # ladder of a very lig bemboo, 
the shoots of which on either side seive as 
‘steps while climbing up or getting down. 


IW the 1100 is short and yields jules. agile 
youngmen climb the tree with hands. feet, 
land feteh the pot tied t0 the waist 


‘This drink like any other intoxicating 
ink Ie never enjoyed if taken alone. A group 
‘squats on tho ground near the tree and the 
Grinking begins first by offering It t0 
iddenju, "Kutmenj" who are believed 10 
bo the first ancestors of the Kondh. The juice 
is takon out of the pot into the drinking gourd 
loko) of a bigger size. There is the small foke 
in which few dtops are taken out from tho 
bigger one and dropped on the grcurd whi 
titering the names of the two ancestors. The 
‘gourd then is handed over fo the oldest_ man 
(of the Melick who first part takes of the juice. 
It is then handed over by him to a man next to 
hhim in rank ot status. It passes from person to 
person in this manner. The gourd is absut 
"to 1" long and has its bulb cut in 2 cixcie, 
land the nairow end is pierced through. The 
juice Is taken out from the bigger gourd 
through this opening in the bulb ard it is 
‘poured into the mouth by the thin end of the 
Joke ftem a distance of 210 4". It is not 
faped but is swallowed as it enters into the 
mouth. The juice is very similar to beer in 
btioct but It is swoet in taste. 


In the winter and early summer when the 
profusely the Kor.dh drinks it five 
‘The frst occasion is at the 
rocks crow i: @, about 4.00 A.M.. the second 
{out is ot gun-rise, the third at noon, the fourth 
Jn the evening, and the last at about 8.00 P.M. 
During winter and early summer the Kenchs 
covering themselves with theit *Mctho" come 
to the tree to catch the first extraction of the 
juice. One of them carries a lighted fire brand 
to light them in the drakness and to keep off 
nimals. On reaching the tee 2 fire is 
lighted and with this starts drinking the “Koju" 
callut which means the drink at cccks 


‘crow. The m.ddle aged Kone or the elder ones, 
habitveted to drink soipo juice collects @ 
‘9r0Up of people of his ike, who go ine body 
to the 60 or treos and the group starts, 
drinking. Attor the first drink they light 
‘ahalis' and engage themselves in gossiping. 
Affor three hours or so the second instalment 
of Kailua brcught dewn when the sun rises, 
‘This is known as a ‘Vola Srohnikallu'. Again at 
noon a thied instalment of the juice is. token 
‘and two more instelments at the times men 
tioned above. 


In the case of older men given to drinking 
they do not stay at their respective themes but 
‘tay at the solpo' tree and during the test of 
the night lie down round the fire that they 
fight. f anyone feels hungry he takes a hend- 
{ol of the rice like substance which is secreted, 
‘along with the juice. which further intexicates 
him. This continuous intoxication keeps the 
Kondh out of hunger and he falls asleep. On 
being asked as to whether there ate no 
cdengers trom wild enimals the Kendh replies 
that if @ Royal Bengal Tiger or @ bear or 2 
python approsches then they would throw a 
Ihaneful of the rice like extract from the solpo 
‘¥ee towards them and the animals on eating 
the seme doze to sleep ata distance and 
would not harm them. It appears that in some 
Instances the Kondhs keep on dritking ard 
sleeping nest the ees for days together 
forgetting their homes. 


‘The Mahue ariack is propered by the local 
‘Svndhi end he usvally does iton 8 very 

‘scale cut in the deep fo) 
perernial spricg flowing. He ot 
sl! near the flowing water. He has his boiling 
‘pot whieh holds abcut 30 10 40 gallons of 
‘water. Ho has the “wash” and fermented rice 
and Mata in several pots near by. Ho hes a 
smaller pot and a retort of bamboo ard mud 
‘which he fixes to the boilirg pot. The smaller 


ecoivirg pot is placed on the stream to 
Convert the vapour into distilled strack. The 
‘mahua required is either trem his own stcck 
‘or purchased from the local Matajan. In @ few 
‘cases whore artack is propared on an cider 
from an official ripe guava or ripe jacktruit 
pulps are boiled with the Maha and distilled. 
‘This addition is said to give » very good 
flavour to the drink. The Sunchi is engaged in 
this work for a day or two but he returrs heme 
In the evening. The mahva arrack is said to be 
voty strong. It is sorved |iberally at all feast 
‘The intoxication cauced by this drink lasts for 
over 24 hours if taken heavily. The Kondh is 
permitted to distil maha arrack but he hes to 
take a permit from the inspector of Excise. 


‘Education : (1937-40 ) 


According to the rules in force the Specie 
‘Assistant Agent to the Governor is the mene- 
98" of all‘primary schools. He isthe appoin. 

tng authority of the teachers ard the drawicg 
and disbursing officer of their <ataries. Need- 
loss to say that Fe is the general svpervisor 
of the educational system in the area. On the 
technical sides there is @ Deputy Inspector of 
Schools under the District Inspector of 
‘Schools. Ganjam. There is @ Teachers’ tainirg 
school at Resselkonda | now Bhanjanazer ) 
and the teachers appointed in the hills a 

recruited from the school. 


‘The Dy. Tahasiidar in the area Is the direct 
subordinate of the Special Assistant Agent, 
‘and ha has also some indiséct responsibilities, 
In the running of the schools. The schools ave 
fall housed in thatched buildings with dws 

walls around and with @ mud plastered 
flooring. The maintenance of these buildings 
‘and the teachers’ quarters restswith the Dy 

Tahasiidars who are given funds urder “Civil 
agency works”. Mainly maintenance ct work 
Is baing done with these furds and paid for 
under the vetty system. Teachers of the el 


mentary and primary schools have to tive in 
ondh houses on rent basis or in the Teachor's 
room. Theve are few middle schocls in the 
‘rea and the rest are prima.y and elementary 
‘schools. Except in the middle schocis there 
‘aro no teachers qvaters in the other categories 
of schools. The middie schools and even the 
towor schools have gacd vegetable gardens 
‘rd the producis of these gardens go to the 
teachers houses. The school children have to 
{do manual labour in maintaining the gardens, 
because gardening is part of the curriculum. 
The Orumbead cabbages and the Cou! flowers 
‘and the Knoikoh! grown in the schools are of 
‘prize variety grewing to a magnum size on 
acccunt of the soil, the climate and the 
‘up-keep by the school children. 


‘The teachers in these school are recruited. 
from the Teachers Taining schools at 
Russetkonds and 2t Berhampur. They a18 of the 
follwirg castes. 

41) Kondh Teachers. 

2) Pano Teachers. 

3) Convert Christian Teachers. 

4) Gond Teachers. 

5) Teachers from amorg the non-Tribal 

seitlor classes in the hills. 
16) Teachers coming from the plains. 


The Gond and Kondh Toschors or 
ow in number. They are residents of the area 
‘and when the school is at # place other than 
cenes own village the teacher has to take 
residence either in the teacher's room in the 
school or inaKondh’s house. This is applicable 
to the Pano teacher, the convert Christian 
twecher and the teachers of the non.Tribal 
settler classes. The teachers coming from 
the plains take residence in the schoo! office 
room. 


very 


‘The Gond and Kendh Teachers 
in their work and do ot dabble 


10 sincoro 
in other 


sincere and honest as the Kcndh and Gond 
Teachers. The Pano and convert christian 
teachers are of the tribal area and are more 
village toute than schoo! masters. They romain. 
fbsent from the tchools for long periods and 
during such periods they take partes to Courts 
in connection with troubles fomented by their 
‘own ingenuity. They wn errands for the 
missionaries, for the Mehsjanas and the 
‘muttahends. They also takes leading part in 
the village Pancheyat. Thoy are siso of assis 
‘ance to muttaheads duriug momo! collecticn 
‘and they attend on the officers visiting the 
‘ree in courese of thelr duties. In every possi 
‘ble way they try to make some money. The 
teachers from among. the non. tribal settlers 
are of a different type generally. They would 
not venture out of village to lock to other 
people's affairs. n their cwn way they diseh~ 
‘arge their cuties not with intelligence But in 
2 sort of mundane end routine manrer. 


‘The teachers ftom the plains are at present 
a veritable preblem to the educational system 
Inthe area, They have their own atfaits in the 
plains to attend and to look after theit families 
living in the plains. Theit going heme 
froquently is thevetore 9 necessity. They co 
‘ot miss @ short vacation even. They gorsrally 
{99 without taking formal leave. leavirg the 
school in chaige of @ co-worker. The Head~ 
‘master of the school connive at it. The Schoo! 
Dy. Inspector gererally closes his eye to the 
‘unauthorised ‘This goes on by twins 
‘another 


leave. 
cher going heme to the plains on 
the return of the teacher who hed gone earlier. 
‘Thus by rotation they shuttle between their 
schools and homes. 


‘The tribal who ie not very anxious t 
his chitdran to schoo! does not 


frequent absence of the teachers. Morecver 
itatall be complains he would complain 10 
the Dy. Inspector of Schools who ge 

ignores such complaints. The net result 
‘such complaints is that the children of 
Kondh get harsh treatment from the teachers. 


‘only the three “R's (reading. writing and 
‘arithmatic are being taught in. the elementary 
schools and the special Assistant Agent during 
his tour visits these schools and examines 
the proficiency of the children in three “Rt 
tHe brings with him slates, pencils, class books 
‘and garments for the children, and distributes 
them coremoniously. 


‘The Kondh parents are not very anxious 
to send their childron to school because @ 
child is very useful forthe family. The chil~ 
ren. boy or git do baby sitting which 
releives the mother to # great extent. This baby 
sitting starts practically from the 4th year of 
‘the child. As the child grows he or she is used 
in the house in the following domestic works. 

1) Sweeping the house and the 
yard. 

‘Washing the utensils at the 

spring. 

Fetching water from the spring. 

Boiling and washing clothes. 

Collecting edible leaves etc. 

Dehusking paddy if any in the hous 

Collecting mangoes, mahus fru 

Nowers etc. 

Joining the mother in preparing leaf= 

platters and cups. 

Carrying bresktest of fether or brother 

te the bagodo or field. 

10) And above all taking care of 
younger brother or sister. 


front 


» 
‘The Kordh housewife is running the house 


ingle handed because her husband ie out of 
doors either drinking so/20 juice or working in 
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the fields, and the work the children do is 
‘great relict ta her. The children do not con- 
tinue in schoct tll they eemplete education. 
‘After one of two year they are unable to stand 
‘the school discipline and discontirve on the 
least opportunity they get. 


Inspite of those adverse conditions 
attempts are being made by Government to 
popularise education in the tribal areas. The 
‘medium of teaching is oriya because «Kondh™ 
is only aspaken language. But whileexplaining 
the teachers use oriye words and 
expressions. Almost all the 
teachers know the Ku/ language, The text 
‘books prescribed are apprcved by the Educa! 
‘on Department and practically are the some @s 
Inthe nen-trbal areas. The 1Qof the Kondh 
children being very low they fird it 
difficult to follow the teaching. The Baptist 
Mission has an M. E. School at Gudrupori near 
G.Udaysgiti.and itis one of the very few scho- 
ls that is wunning on prepor ties in the area. 


the interio 
tations from the villagers by turns. Thechiléven 
‘also assist the teacher in his kitehen and wash 
his clothes whenever necessary. All edvcatio- 
nal institutions are clesed duting the rains for 
‘about 2moriths in the year because of the 


two good teachers #0 fot Know. 
In tho area, One is Simhadri Panigrat of 
Pavalakhemendi who woiked in the 
Paraiakhemendi egercy for alcng time befor 
bing posted to Gutirgia. He is very popular. 
hhonest and sincera and Is respected by Kechs 
‘ud non-Kondhs. The next teacher of out 
standing merit is Sri Jaganath Nayak, 9 convert 
christian of G. Udeyagari town. The former 
knows Sosra very well ard hes valuable 
macuscripts on the Sosre written by hime 

The latter is probably the first matricuiate 


" 


‘among the tribals. The sslery of the teachers 
is sent by the office of the S.S.A. by money 
‘order. Some of teachers work as Extra Depart- 
‘ment Post masters. The teacher does not tako 
‘much interest in the work because the children 
are truants and the parents are not interested 
In educating their childien, The teachers are 
aiways anxious to get transferred to schools 
‘pearertheit hemes. 


Dispetes : 


The disputes are generally over landed 
property, ever jeckfruit cr mango trees which 

18 porsonal properties. There are also disputes. 
regardirg the ownership of So/po (segopaim) 
‘eos. These disputes are taken to the villa 
panchayat and the panchay 

idgs ard the witnesses gives 
11 the Panchayat is not capable to decide or 
ts decision is not acceptable to the parti 
the matter goes with the request of the part 
to the higher or Muthe Panchayat. It the part 
50 desire the matter is decided by @ Praman 
(Sarada). 

‘At the Promen the Panchayat and the 
‘elders are present and the challenger and the 
challenged sock the aid of supeinatual 
‘phencmens of omens to give a decision in 
the dispute. If the parties do not abice by the 
‘decision of the Panchayat and It they do not 
‘sock redress by supernatural means the 
‘mattor goes to @ Court of Law. 


‘The tial by ordeal which wes in veque 
{ill about 30 years back was the Grops Sereda 
as tie called, The place of this crdoal was at 
Pusengia in Balliguéa Taluk and the Patto of 
Pusangia who worships the Lone Penu’ of the 
Kordh used to presice at this ceremon 
People sil ever Balliguda Taluk used to ccmo 
for this trial by ordeal to ebtain a divine deci 
lover the diepte. About 30 ya's back there was. 
‘2 Deputy Tahasildar at Balliguéa ty name Shri 
Apparac who prohibited this mece of tril 


‘There is evon naw a very big sal 1 
Pusongia which Is believed to be the abode of 
the deity aha Penu’. The contesting parties 
{vould come to the Patio and affirm before him 
that they would go throvgh the Sarace or 
Praman. 


‘The complainant or challenger gets an 
egg and about half @ seer of raw rice. Those 
‘re offered to Loha Penu, the Kondh Jenn! ot 
Shokar who Is the subordinate worshipper of 
“LohaPenu totches water from ibe stream nearby. 
{A tie is lighted. He gots « small quantity of @ 
black cow's dung ard adds it to the wate 

‘The water boils, Both parties standing close 10 
the pot throw @ few grains oF raw rice into the 
‘boiling water ealling upon “Oharme Fenu’ 10 
iors the contest and to djudicate. The 
ttuthful man’s ree goes down into the boltirg 
‘watat white the rica thrown by the man with 
1 fase clam rises up. After this the man who 
‘donies the challenge would dip his forearm up 
{0 his elbow in the boiling water. The Chalien- 
{or dips his hard in a similar manner. After 
this ail the poopie there leave the place. The 
hhands of the contestants are examined the 
next day by the patio in presence of the Par.- 
‘chayat. The innocent man's forearm is normal 
‘while the otter man tas blisters on it. Thi 
decides the Issue and both parties accept tho 
divine judgement as they belive it to be. “Kak 

Jabaki” ga Nala near G. Ucayogiri Taluk 
‘where people go for @ Praman (Seeru Moana) 
{tis believed thet underneath the stones live 
two huge lizards each 8" fong with dazzling 
pracious stones on theit hoods. They are said 
to be having large fangs and protwuding ton- 
‘aves and that whoever secs the creatures dows 
rot live for more than week theveafter. 


‘The contesting pasties go with the village 
elders to the spots. offer a Puie of raw ico 
fand cow's milk. The offerings are given to 
‘Darma Penu’ (Dharma) to "Spacdare’ and 
Vacendore” (Moon and Sun) “Jagiaounia" aod 


-Kukurpunja” (Two groups of stars ) 25 well as 
to other groups of such stars known as “Ashe 
Dede’ and Medhcgadze. Afth these offerings 
the local names of the high hills nearby 
iso uttered. The remains of the Pula cfferings 
‘ae given to the contesting partes. The Puja"? 
who does the Puja cuts two trees either Sal 
‘or Bamboo end takes them to the water. in the 
‘water they ae planted two cubits apart and 
‘are held by the two contestants, The Pujar/ 
stands between the two Sapling 


‘The Panchayatdars thon ask the conle- 
stants. “Are you bent on the Praman'’ ? The 
‘contestants then reply "yea". The Pujarl when 
‘asks them to dive in the water. They go into 
the water and the Pujar! pours some milk on 
thelr beads seying’ Let the innocent remain 
underwater, tong and the guilty 
‘come up quick’. The populer _boliof 
is thet the milk poured by the Pujarr ovor 
the heads of the, contestent finds @ ways 
‘through the intervention ct the deities into 
the nose and ears of the guilty who is forced 
by unseen powers to rise up after a short 
Interval. The innocont remsins so tong afte 
the guilty comes up that the Pujeri hes to tift 
him up practically. Thus the supernatural 
powers of the Puja’ are believed to have in 
‘voked the assistance of Gods in deciding as 
to which of the contestants Is in the wrong 


‘The village bead or the Mutha head 
presides cver such functions and he gives a 
‘wiitten certificate that the successful Is not 
Quilty. He ie psid Rs. 5 and this payment is 
known #8 Serads Paji mesning pig tor the 
Pransn. The description of the mony paid to 
the village ct feudal head indicates thet 

inaly euch heads were adibasis and were 
ptizirg a pig more than money. 


‘The Panchayatdars who witeness the tral 
are paid Rs. 5 and the amcurt is spent on 
@tink at which Panchayatdars of both the 


patties join. The fact that Panchayatdar of 
both the sides join at the time of Praman show 
that they cerry no personal animosity and 
‘abide by the decision as one coming through 
Divine Agency. 


‘Another method of invokirg supernatural 
Interventions is very oldand is being discard:¢ 
now. This was carrying in the hard 2 piece of 
feaith and a emell quantity of salt solemnly 
ociaring that it “My contention is false my 
home and hearth would be lost”. It was 
bolioved that by sticking to a wrorg claim 
while repeating these words the Kondh would 
oose both his home and hearth. 


‘Another Praman was carrying aloft @ piece 
‘of royal Bengal tiger's tail. While uttering is 
Claim the claimant would say that if his claim 
tbe false the royal Bengal tiger would 
‘him and eat him. It appears that in the past 
‘auch a thing had happened on some occasions 
‘and the Kendh botieves that if he makes a false 
Claim he would suffer the same tate. This oath 
Is administered in the Courts aiso some times. 


“Tha oldest type ot Pramen was-carrying of 
{ loper, It seems the challenged person would 
cearty & leper saying loudly that if his content 
{on is false he might be struck with tis fell 
deseaso. This type of oath has become 
obsolete. 


Langu 


‘The Kui language is @ vocal laigcage. 
‘Attompts are boing made by tho Baptist and 
‘and Catholic missioraries since more than 
half a century to give the Romen script to the 
language, but it has not proved successful. 


It is a primitive language and dces not 
permit a Gramartical structure. The langvege 
ls spoken in Ghumus, Sanokhed. Badog.co 
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fete. in “mal” seas and in Phulbani sub- 
division. It is the language of the Kondhs 
living in the Baud Kondh areas. 1t is also 
spoken in the Kondh concentrations slong the 
{oot hill regions of the Eastern ghats, abutting 
Con the plains areas of Ghumsur and. Berhampur 
sub-divisions of Ganjom Districts. The langu- 
‘290 has 2 different dialect in the South Genjam 
‘agency. in the Scuth Western region of 
Phuibeni District. in the South Western area 
fof Puri District and in the Northern regions of 
Koraput District. This dialect is known as 
Kun. 


{tis an undeveloped Dravidien language 
‘and has in many cases, roots of Tamil and 
Tolugu Origin. The language has borrowed 
‘amply from Oriya also, The Oriya Influence on 
the language dates beck to about # century 
‘when the seit merchants of the plains visited 
the Kordh land carrying salt by pack bullocks. 
About the same time the Oriya chiftains came 
into the ares as deputies of the neighbouring, 
Oriya Aejas or on the invitation of the Kond? 
‘The original larguage underwent modification 
sn account of this Oriya influence. But the 
fact remains that it hes some roots in Tamil 
‘and Telugu. One is the environmental in- 

‘Some how the 
contact with these two Davidian languegs 
‘had declined very early and the acculturisaticn 
in progress has made the Kondh to lean more 
towards Oriya. Even now abcut 6% of the 
Kondhs living in urban ard semiuiban areas 
‘can speek and understand Oriya. The Panos 
‘and Oriya settlers and the shopkeepots a 
‘almost all of them bilingual ond do speek both 
Oriya and Au/ fluently. In cuuise of time 
‘eccultutisation marches rapidly the Kui langu- 
‘age would be confined to the remote interiors 
‘and the urban and comiurban areas will become 
entirely bilingual. 


‘A Kordh whd has had his education in the 
schools speaks oriya. The subordinate Oftici- 
fis of all departments have to learn the 
Tanguege to enable them to perform theit 
duties. The highot officials are assisted by 
their class 1V subordirates who serve as inter 
preters and unless one is # linguist he dees 
prot bother to team the lerguage sincerely. 
Even the Kondh colloquial test held by Govern. 
rants which carries @ ward in its wake, does 
not encourage an official to lean the 
language. 


‘The missionaries have a correct approach 
to the language problem. Their only work i= 
‘to move among the people and this they can 
ido only if they know the language: The scrip 
tures are being writton in Ku/ in the tive 
script and while conducting services they have 
to address the congregetion in Ku/ alone. They 
fe compelled, therofore, to learn the language 
‘before they are given independent charge ct 
1 parish. 


‘To revert to the Ku/ language. some of its 
outstanding characteristics need mention. 
Words expressing high philosophical thought 
fre absont in the language. There is no word 
corresponding to abstract ideas. like divinity, 
Divine glory, sacred, holy etc. 


In Kui language one does not find words 
otiesponding fo expressions denoting higher 
fmontal qualities such as wise. judicious, 
‘hrowd, intelligent etc. Words express! 
Dhysical qualities like strength boldness. 
Valour and courage ete. are also absent in the 
Tanguage. When the need arises to use such an 
‘expression, the lauguage resorts to circumlo~ 
1d this Is naturally often strained, 
nd indirect. (tis possible that the 
‘and the trader, from the plains 


Oriya sott 
‘when he would express himself by circumlo- 
tation, taught the Kondh to do likewise. 


instead of allowing the Kondh to borrow these 


u 


expressions ftém Oriya for the finer Physical 
‘and Philosophical thoughts. 


‘There ie yet another peculiarity in the 
language. Its vocabulary is not ample end 0 
single word has numerous meanings. The word 
“Elz means intelligence, memory. wisdom 
teason etc. The context in whichthe word is 
used gives the intended meaning. There is 
‘another peculiarity in the language. Some 
‘nouns denoting the names of living beings do 
‘not have any inherent singns of Gender. A 
boy is called “Apo Meeda" and a.gitl is called 
‘Asa Meade", “Teddi” is added to. the d0s~ 
‘eription of female animal such as Tedd’ Pai! 
to denote a female pig. fadd/ Mio to denote & 
sho cat etc. 


Many Oriya words have bean adopted and 
‘most of them undergo @ change inthe prone. 
‘in Oriya ‘Cho’ is 


vnciation 
prounced 
in pronounced as “Selba’ Chokore as Sokora, 
Chari as Ser etc, The aspirate “H" used in the 
‘middie of a word is invariably followed by the 


influences can be seen from the folloing. 


Teluge 
fa 
Koocho 
Tinw 

m 
‘Abba 
Totti 


rive 


Bopa 


Tommudu 
Akko 
Pala 
Manu 
Chayi 


Tologe Oriya 
Thala Tole 
Kann Kannw 
Kal Kalu 

Chatiba 

Vol Vela Belo 
Nit Nilapadu 

Nirupu Nippe Nien 

Kamo 

Paathe  Purune 

Puo 

Jodae 

Lombo 

Dian 


The words borrowed from Oriya and Sans. 
‘are envitormental while these borrowed 
from Telugu and Tamil eppeat to be pareniai. 


‘The names of almost all tho metals have 
been adoted from Oriya. which may be exple- 
ined by saying thet the Oriyas taught the use 
‘of the metals fo the Kondh or that the Kendh 
learnt the came during bis depredations into 
the plains for plunder. The Lohe Pew the 
Dharani Penu the deities worshipped by the 
Kondh re the Iron Ged ard Earth goddess 
respectively and thcy are derived from Sanskrit 


‘or Oriya. 


Inthe numerais used by the Konéh the 
parental and environmental infivence is also 
Clear. In the numbers 1 and 2 the paentat in- 
soon while in the rest of the 
the environmental influence is clear. 
‘It may be inforred that at e vory early period in 
his history, the Kondh got seperated trem hi 
parental influence. While examining the roots 
‘of the language one would see thet in the case 
‘of family ties and in the physiology the 
parental influence is apparent, 


English 
‘One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Six So 

Seven Sato Sato 
Eight Aato ‘tho 
Nine No No 
Ten Dose oso 
Eleven Egaro Egaro 


From 3 onwards to 10, the environmental 
{influence is apparent. From 10. onwards. wpto 
20 the Oriya form of counting is, done and 
ftom 20 to 100 the counting Is by twentis 
2 one twenty two twenty so on. After 20 


single digits are added and the counting 
proceeds so upto 100. 
In the language as it is. @ | good many 


letters or sounds corresponding to Oriya 
sounds are absent. For exemple the scunds 


{25 “Va" are present which is tobe seen in the 
Dravidian tanguages of Telugu and Tamil, The 
sounds O is not the diiect O of oriya but is 
ronounced as between & and ¢ of Oriya. 


Seratoral: 


‘The Kendh uses a short dhoti about 7°» 3° 
‘with narrow borders. It is of the count of 11 
10 20. It's woven by the focal Pano weever 
‘with mill yarn from the market. The Kondh 
oes not use any clothing forthe upper part 
Of his body. When going out doors he 
turben ot a smaller piece of cloth round his 
hhead. The youngsters are using a tocaly mado 
‘ot imported banyans purchased ftom the 


market. 19 the village aud out in the fiolds 
Kondh uses this dress. When Ne gces. 10 
Inarkat or to the town he puts on a hal 

recast off coat which he has purchased by 
paner trom the pano. The more aftivent Kenéh 
won he goes to town dressed himself wall 
‘with the same wearing apparel but of @ better 
Guality, On Co.omonial occosicnsthe Konéhput 
Gna siik turban round his head. In the more 
emote areas even today indoors or ovt-doors 
‘males wear one long napkin which 1860 
‘wound round the waist 


‘To ward off cold he uses @ shoot 7° 3° 
Joined to another piece of the samo. roesure- 
tment in tho middie. It is of count-ti and it is 
called the matho, This is used as a cotton 
‘blanket during the winter, Millmade bedsheote 
‘boing sold in the market now.e-days we 
teplacing rapidly this covering clot 


The traditional cloth is called Geils! de 
which is about 16° fong and 1° broad with 
‘embrodiary in coloured yarn at both the ends. 
‘Tis eloth Is led round ond round the walst 
‘and over the genitals trom front to back. This 
‘loth was boing used by the bridegroom when 
tha would go ina procession to the bride 
house, It used to bo worn also when the Kondh 
would go to @ battle field. This cloth hes acne 
‘Out of uso and is now stored in the house 
#8 souvonie 


Toeally woven ard 
have attzactive borders. The dyes aro locally, 
made by the weaver by Indegonous herbs and 
foots. The process of manufacturing these 
ddyas end the materials used are the secret of 
the Pano woavers. The sarios are of the count 
40'to 20° and are unblesched. Mill made series 
‘are coming to the eres rapidly end in course 
‘of time will replace the tregitionat aries. Tho 
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averege Kondh women do not use @ pettycoat 
and a blouse. Sophistication is in rapid pro- 
‘gress ard the women folk when they go. 10 
the town or to the market have been using 
pottycnats and blouses which ere evaileblo 
‘at the cloth shops at G. Udaygiti, Tikebali and 
Batiguds, 


‘At home the average Kordh women uses 
the customety clothing consisting of @ napkin» 
short cloth 4” x 2)° round her waist. She 
puts one smaller pioce of cloth diagcnally 
the uppor part of the body 80 a8 to cover 
the breasts and a portion of the beck, This 
‘lothing Is used at home end out in the fletds 


Boys and gitls up to the age of about 4 
‘yoore,go naked, After tho age of four yoors the 
‘iris wosr @ napkin til they epprowch maturity. 
‘The beys go about naked and of lato they a 
using small pieces of cloth tied like a dhoti oF 
‘uso 6 haif pant. Tho girls from about four yoar 
‘woar napkin and a small piece of cloth round 
the waist, The body is bare. They do not” use 
fan upper eloth till they approach maturity, A 
‘grown up git usos a towel or @ small piece of 
Cloth to cover the upper portion of the body 
8 described above. In many cates mariage 
dows not mede a difference inthe clothing of 
the women but married women with purcho. 
sing capacity ato using saties now a days. The 
Pano and the convert christian are marching 
‘with the times, They use mill made clothes 
‘both indoors and outdoors and use petty coats 

J 


eundry = 


‘The dirty clothes of the house are boiled 
In ash and caustic earth near the spring by the 
housowives and the gitls of the house. 
Generally the clothes cf a few families ore 
washed et a time, each family boiling its 


clothes separately. The clothes are boiled 


‘and taken home in the evening. There is no 
caste like tho washerman, Those who have 
‘Come to the area from the plains for © 
‘o8ide in tho small towns. 


riage = 

Marrigge in the Kondh hills is more by 
‘mutual choice than parental intereference. 
When the young men and women meet inthe 
‘wookly market the wooing starts. Thee is 
‘exchange Pon and pleasantaries. After a tow 
‘such meetings formal proposals of marriagoare 
put before the parents of the git! by the Pano 
of the village of the future groom. Thereafter 
regular negotiations start and if both sides 
‘agr00 the marsiage is fixed. 


Young men and wemen frequent mess 
festivatsin the neighbourhood which are 
known as \Jot". In these congregations 
‘mutual attraction soparates a particular young 
man anda git from the groups in which they 
‘come to the festival. Fhey mave about in the 
festival hand in hend. Later they marage to 
‘meot inthe forest or at the village pring. 
Ultimately when they decide to mary, the 
propesal is put up by the youngman to his 
parents. The negotiations are staried by the 
Pano of grooms village. He assertains the 
‘wishes of the parents of the g/tl_ regarding the 
Droposal. There after the groom's faiher aco 
panied by some elders of the viliage and the 
village Peno piceaeds to the bride's house. 
‘They aro well recoived and treated wth drink 
‘The regotiation is over the number of gat 
(gent?) whieh the bridegrocm's people should 
‘ive. The ‘gets’ or bri¢oprice are counted by 
20s and consist of articles of daily use and 
finery. After a good dest of wrangling the 
parties come to an agreement over the number 


‘of ‘pat/" that would go to the girs house and 
the ate of marriage is fixed. I the mattiage 
proposal is not favoured by the parents of the 
it! there is elopement and such cases are not 
very rare, The youngsters run sway into the 
forest and stay there fora dey or two. The 
parents of the gir relent and the father oF 
‘brother of tho gil invites them both tothe 
otuse, and thereatter formal marriage negotia- 
tions start. 


Mariioge within a elan is taboo end one 
within the vilage is permitted if the parties 
belong to different clans. Loveatfairs between, 
2 tribal ané e non-tribl ave discouraged trom 
the very start by the parents of the girl. Wher 
‘over @ tribal girl elopes with @ non.tribal tho 
itl Is disowned by het parents, There is no 
‘marriage in such a case but the girl lives in the, 
lovers house as his wite. 


it isnot 
is in a way 
selected. The malick or village head convenes 
the Panchayat atthe request ofthe parties oF 
fon the complaint of a particular person. He is 
the president of the Panchayat, and the village, 
Padhans are selected as members. The digal 
{(Pano messenger ) informs the members of the 
ato an time of the Pancheyat at the bidding 
ff the willege Malick. This is held in. the 
‘evening and extends late into the night. The 
‘vane ig pear the village “berad/” (Place of god) 
for at the Mellick it itis arainy day. Generally 
the whole witlage is present at the sept during 
tha proceedings of the Pancheya 


‘Complaints of eivl ard criminal nature 08 
well as instances of breach of cemmuta) 
harmony and social offences aie head ard 
decided by the Panchayat, The complainant 
poses his cese and names his witnesces. The 
‘witnesses are asked to say what they know of 


the dispute, Then the accused or defendant 
idonies the accusition and names his witnesses: 
to be examined. Thare is no cross examinetion 


put thore are frequent interruptions {rom either 
fide while refuting the whole or part of & 
Statement made by the principals or their 


witnesses. 


‘Aftor heating both sides and the witnesses 
Panchayat when necessary examines 
witnosses on its own to clear any doubt. 
Ing in the proceedings. The Mallick ard 
Podhans conter on the sopt end give theit 
Verdict. Tho complainant if his case is prcved. 
bets his damages. At the conclusion of the 
Panchayat both patios pay @ substantiol 
mount towards the drink money of the 
Mallick, the members of the Panchayat ard 
‘the digal 


the 


If the parties oF one of them refuses 10 
‘abide by the decision of the Panchayat. the 
fatter is referred to the higher Penchayst 
fromely the Mutha Panchayst. In some ceses 
the parties prefer to have the dispute decided 
bye Pramen and he Praman is conducted in 
the manner already described. If all these 
Inethods of redress. fail the complainant 
oproaches the Court atthe Taluk Headquarters. 
hall such cases where matters go to Court 
the village Pano ot the school master of the 
village goes to a lawyor at Russeikonde or Asks 
‘br Borhampur. The Pano is the spokesman and 
heating his version the lawyer agrees to appeer 
in the case, It is fixed up and the lawyer 
sttends the Court to file his comlaint. He is 
paid heavily to cover his protessioral fees and 
his travelling allowances. Ho is very wall 
ooked after by the party during his cose 
‘at the Court Head quarter. Litigation proceeds 
meanwhile the other party engages enother 
Tawyer in the same manner and gets hin» 10 
the Court to fight out his case. During 
the adjournments of the case in the Court 
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umber of villagers scccmpany the patios 10 
Town. They are fed by the respective patios in 
the hotel 


‘After one of two hearings the parties feet 
the pinch of litigation and think of an amicable 
settlement. The Pano adviser would discourage 
the Kondh from backing out for very obvious, 
reason and would call it « prestige isu 


‘This process continues end the Kondhs: 
‘are put to heavy expenditure on eccount of the 
Tewyers fees. the commission of tho Fant 
feeding chaiges of the witnesses ard the 
villagers. the Bribes at the Court and the 
Lxageraied fees of the copyist ete 
‘A Konch after spendig his reedy cash untar~ 
thes the gold and silver he has burried 
‘underground end theveetter if the fitigation 
Continues he approaches the Sowcar ormenajan 
fora foan on ccmpcund interest, Ultimately 
by the time the litigation is finished both 
parties are run down to pauperiem. The Sowcer 
‘Manejan gets sa opportunity now 10 of 
the best paddy land of the Kondh because the 
kondh is unable to pay the principal botrowed 
with double compour.d interest, The victorious 
party is not 2 great gainer it te wins his cese 
ucause the miscellaceous expenditure incurred 
by him while fighting his case is more than 
‘wha: he has fought for and gots 


Tiger ills: 


‘Tiger kills socount for about 60% of the 
oaths in the P.S. Records, The 


total unrat 
‘other 60% of the deaths aru due to snake bile 
mauling by ® beat, injuries ot accidents, 
Common cases of tiger Kills are doseribod 


below t= 


Very often it happens that a tiger is hiding 
in the serub Jungle near the Turmeric field of 
the K-ndh. While the Kondh is taking byeaktast 
the tiger jumps at the child which its mother 


hnad left sleeping in the shade of 2 tree. The 
tiger runs with the child. The Kondh gives 
chase with bis axe and on coming up with the 
tigers hacks at it with his axe. If the man is 
cky the tiger is injured and runs eway giving 
{oud roars and the Kondh picks up the dead 
child and returns weeping. If the man is unlu~ 
‘oky the tiger drops the child and attacks end 
ils him. 


foots comes across @ tiger squatting on the 
path, The Kondh climbs the nearest tee and 
stays thore til the tiger goes way. If ho is not 
‘quick enough he is eaught and carried away by 
the tg 


‘There are yet instances when the Kondh 
turning @ curve inthe path comes face with & 
‘igor squatting on the ground. There is no tree 
nearby. He realises that he should ki the tiger 
‘or got killed. Before the tiger makes the faa 
jump at him, he rushes head long and deals 
blow on the head of the tiger with his axe. If 
hho ts lucky the animal falls dead at the spot 
not lucky and he only injures the tiger it 
ounces on himand carries him away aif 
dead. 


‘There are instances when females and 
‘irls turning trom forest with fibre. or Sial/ 
leaves are way laid by tiger. and before they 
tale it one of thom is carried away. There 
‘are maneating leopards also. These are very 
cunning creatures and go after @ Kondh, 80.10 
sey stalking him. At @ convenient spot and 
from a convenient distance the leopard 
‘pounses on him and kills him. 


‘When the Kondhs g3 for the early A.M. 
tink of Sapo juice the party is way laid on 
the route by a tiger. If the group is. alert end 
catches the scent of the tiger the youngmen 
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shout and brandishing the fire brand they drive 
‘away the tiger. If not the tiger pounces on a 
‘man and runs with the man carried —betwoon 
his log and chest into the forest. When the 
‘water source or spring is at 8 distance and 
there is @ scrub jungle betwoon it and the 
village, the owmen go in groups escorted by 


‘ches away one of the party before 
‘start to scare the animal away. 


Weapons : 

The bow is of strong bamboo and well 
seasoned by oll and fire. ts 4" to 6° long. 
During the seasoning itis slightly bent and 
‘some times stones of sulticient weight ae 
tied to the ends to bend it so. At one end, the 
bow string is tied and the string is of thin 
split leather or @ thin spilt bamboo. This string 
is mounted on a finely cut piece of bamboo 
‘and tied to the bow. The string also under 
‘9008 sessoning. The other end of the bow is 
kept free with a loop of eri cocoon rope oF 8 
sitting of leather and when the bow is bent the 
Jo0p of the siting is pushed over the poring 
‘end of the bow. 


‘The artow heads of the arrows are of 
‘various designs and are mede by the Kondh 
black smith, The arrows shafts are made by the 
kondh himeolt. They are usually of cane ot of 
thick reeds. The sidos of the arrows are docked 
‘with close elipped feathers of birds. Poisoned 
‘arrows are not used. 


‘The axe of the Kondh has a bleds 3°°to 5” 
ong. The loop at the striking end. is usually 
thick with some brass ornamentation embeds: 
{ed in the iron. It is made by the Kondh black 
‘smith, It is 30 tempered that the blade stands 
even cutting of hard wood. The handle is 
made by the Kondh from a specis of hard wood. 
Itis seasoned by oll and fire. This 9xe is, 


‘carted poised on his tight shoulder with | the 
handle trailing behind. When going out doors 
to his field or forest the axe is the khondi’s 
Insoperable companion which is used es 
‘woapon of offence as welt as defence, 


‘The spear is mostly used uring the hunt. tt 
fs place of wood or bamboo 4° 10 8° long 
‘end well seasoned. The spear head is maco by 
the blacksmith, Thore are a few ancient speer= 
‘of iron in the area which have, at the non= 
striking end, a ball of hollow iron probably to 
‘lve it proper poise. The shatt is of sotid ircn. 


‘There aie match locks also in the afea. 
‘They sro used when the Kendh sits on & 
Imachan waiting for a tiger which be expects 
‘over a kill”. The match lock is locally made 
‘but the place of manufacture is kept @ secret. 
‘The match lock is also used at the funeral of 
wellsto-do man in the willage. Itis fred oto 
the sir wien the corpse is iaken out to the 
‘cremation ground. The powder and shot ere 
made by Kondh himssif. The match tock is so 
crude thet it gives @ sticrg and violent kick 
which fells the man. Its enly the strong nen 
that can fire the match lock. 


Andebtedn 


Indebtedness of the Kondh is prover 
Ho is not in want but be fas nothing in 


fe very simple ond mesg 
facts, a Kondh neods money to defray the 
marriage expenses of his daughter, the logs! 
‘expenses if he goes to court and the expenses 
requited while conducting eligiovs ceremenies 
‘and propitisticns which se not few. He 
tpands the ready money if he has any. Then be 
‘spends the gold and morey if he hes ony 
crotly buried underground. When all these 
fasources are exhausted he approaches the 
Mahajan or the Sowear tor money. The interest 
he is to pay is exorbitant and in course of @ 


‘ow years itis more than the principal he has: 
borrowed. The loan is generally on usufructu~ 
‘ory mortagege. He mortagages one or (wo 
fields but the produce of the lend is not 
‘according to the claculaticn of the money 
Torder, suficient to cever even the inter 
‘The balance due is cerried over to the principal 
fond this process goes cn for scmetime. The 
money lender suggests to the Kondh thet 
instead of allowing the loan to multiply in this 
‘manner itis better to Gispote of one or two 
fields of his, Thus one or wo good fiviés of 
the Kendh go cut of his possession. This 
not @ secret transoction but is done before 
the village eicers. The Kondh is driven to 
ponury and very often he dces not recover 
from it. Most of tha paddy lands belonging to 
in:n-edivasis in the'area have gorse to them in 
this menner. Government heve enacted the 
vagency Land Tvanstor Act.”, but evasiors 
‘are mary andalso the Kondh is not anxious 
to get back his lands because the Sowker hes 
helped him at the time won hy needed money 
‘most. \t the many was borrowed by his 
father and the SowAar has taken some ‘ands 
in lieu of the lean, he does not have the mind 
to go back on his docesed father's acticn. The 
Korch sometimes eecops cut @ field or two 
bby hard labour to make up the loss of his 
fancestial fields. He concentrates cn Fodu 
‘cultivation. Ife is unable to scocp out pacdy 
lend and if he fils to get @ good return trom 
the bogeda he beccmes desperaie end takes 
shelter of dink to forget his misery. 


toting : 
‘The scant clothing of the Kondh is not 

‘entirely due to peverty and want, It is due to 

the following reasons. 

4. The ideas of mocesty are primitive end 
‘garments of bigger acd better dimensions 
‘re not felt a necessity. 

2, The men, women and childrens 
the eniive a) outdoors and the 


rdalmost 
of 


‘work they do is euch that bigger an better 
elcthes would hamper thei fee movement. 


3. 12d on chilly days and nights 
lace in the living rocm keeps @ 

Kondh warm, 
44, Thote is no need for the Kondhs to go 10 


thu town and market frequently and the 
scant clothirg they have is enough 10 
cover thelr ravadeness. 


5. The average Kendh does not have the 
copacity to purchase mere end better 
clothes. Even If cne wore to purchase. bo 
hae no place to keep them. 

‘The Pano who is the woavor ard the misce- 
larcou man of the lecality des not do 
‘wholetime wesving. He does not therefore 
manufacture more clothes ot botter ones. 


In this connection it may te menticned 
‘that lorg 293 cciton was being grown in the 
‘area. It vias of the short staple variety. It was 
being ginned & carded by hand. These proce- 
‘ss05 and spinning wes done by the women 
folk. Spinning was done by mesrs of a crudely 
made wooden spingie which was roteied. on 
‘ pivee of broken pottery. The ja'n produced 
(was usually of counts 10 t 20. The Pano 
weaver used to weave the cloth en his age 
ld loom and bivshes brought by him from the 
plains. At Presant “Dhoties’ and series’ woven 
byhimheve boiders ard particularly tho 
borer ‘of bright colours and 


‘and roots. The Pane women is very gocd at 
‘ombroidery and the borders of the saries a 
‘sometimes embrodied. Beiter cotton cloths in 
large quantities are not being weven by the 
anos because there ie no ckmand for 
Now-a.days a Pano is using mill yarn 
uses dyes which ate avaliable in the mar 
In 1999 looms of the imprved 
imoroved brushes we 


ond 


Werty Laboor 


‘There is no labour class in the hills and 
211 Governmert works are mainly done by the 
Revenve Department which organises labour 
by the age-old vetty system. According to this 
aystem portions of roads and of buildings are 
alicted to particular villages and the villagors 
Wvide housewiso the work to be done. Minors 
and the disabled aro exempted & the rest of the 
villoge have to do the work. Payment is made, 
jn lumpsum on rough calculation and this is 
‘shared among the villagers. Persons who 
evade this vetty labour are pulled out trom 
their hidicg places by Revenue Poons ard are 
1 Persons who dissuade 

gers from going to work on the vetty 
system a'¢ tortured. The work is supeivised by 
an overseer who is knownas Ageney  Over= 
‘seer. By this labour the Revenue buildings 
‘which are of thetch, the schoo! buildings the 
‘medicel efficers quarter, the dispenseris, the 
health incpectors quarters and the quarters of 
ll Gcverment servants of all Departments are 
Imainiaired ty the Revenve Department, 
‘Bamboo, thatch and the required fibre are also 
epportioned among the villagers ae 


‘end 
supplied by them on nominal payment. 


All tho roads are earthern roads and the 
Lunirequented ones are termed as bridle paths. 
All these roads are maintained by the vetty 


system, There were culverts and bridges of 
wooden posis and rough deckings. In 1939 
the abutments of the Bridges and culverts 


‘were made pucce with sione and lime and. the 
ockings were mede of sown timber: The 
108d in the Ganjam agency. w 


tho 
Gutingia road and it was maetalied 
in the year 1939, Ghat sections on the diffe- 
tent rcads were many and some of them were 
realigned or improved durirg the same year, 
There are Revenve rest sheds. ore at every & 


Udayagir 


‘snd 9 miles and these aro maintained by vetty 
Tabour. The paymert fer the labour is village 


wise and the whole amount granted to av lage 


is apportioned among the villagers by the 


‘mallick or muthahead. 


‘The P. W. D. has a sub-division at Phil 
bani and # section at Baliguda and another at 
Kalinga. The work of the P. W. D. is confined 
to the main road from Bhanjanager to Phuibeni 
from Bhanjenagar to Galiguda. The 
P. W, D. has its gargs of labourers. Contrec- 
tor 0 argeged by the P.W.D. to took 
after the bridges on the roads aid the pucca 
linge like the Magistrate's Office and 
‘sub. jl, Clreuit House ete. 


‘The vetty labour is used otherwise also. 
Dok is carried by the vetty system whenever 
necessary. Every Officer touring in tho area 
is given the required number of coolies to 
carry the luggage. The labourers are paid at 
votty tates. At the residences of the Tehasit. 
ddat end atthe 1.8.8. in the Interior watchmen 
‘te provided under the vetty system which the 
muthabead arrenges by retation from among 
the villagers. 


Muthahends + 


In G. Udeyegiri Taluk there are two mutha 
‘heads namely of Karada and Ransbe. who cai 
themselves Rajas. They exact mamuls 9s the 
Pattos of Baliguds, There are @ few Bisois in 
Chokapad and near about Tikebelt ard there 
re many other non tibal heads et Paburiay 
Lingageds and Guttingla. They do not exact 
rmomuts like the Patios of Baliguda. The rest 
fof the Muthaheads in G, Udyagisi Taluk a 
iribats among whom there are one of two 
‘Gond Muthoheads, Thare in Beliguda Taluk 
the Patio or Muthahead is entitled to several 
namals because he has to maintain a retinue 
Of sub-ocdinates. He has emplo_mamuls 
tacorded in his favout in the Taylors memoirs. 
Because of the status he maintain he hes 10 
exact mamuls and he is unscruplous while 
fexacting such. The mutha heads in G. Udeya- 
(2 


iti Teluk 60 not have many mamuls and 
they do not exact mamuls as the Mutheheads: 
of Baliguea Taluk. 


Mamuls = 
‘The origin of mamuls' the nature of 
mamule, the extent of mamuls and the 


‘method of collecti:g and exacting the same 
have been described In the report on *"Agency 
‘Mamels enquiry” published by Government. 
“The payment of mamuls js enforced In tho 
courts, The mamuis are exorbitant and the 
tribals resent i, The late Thakkarabapa 08 
Cha'iman of the Partially Excluded Areas 
Committee toured the ares in 1838 to see the 
cct.dition of the tribsls 


Arsoeat : 


‘Anrowroot ot Palus isnot 2 cultivated crc. 
in the bills. It grows in damp aid shady places 
near the big tees like jacktruit mango etc. At 
the beginnirg of summer before the plants 
die natural death the Totclas go in # group 
to the place and dig the tubers. Sometimes 
‘wemen also are in the groups. They dig the 
Yabers which ave washed in the stream near by. 
‘Then they ase rubbed into # paste on the shest 
tock in the vicinity. This paste is mixed in 
‘bowls of bell metal. and the mixture i allowed 
to stand $0 till the fite particles of arrowroot 
settle down as sediment. The sediment is taken 
‘out end [elt to diy cn the sheet rocks. Whon 
‘dried completely it |s scraped and token to the 
Village. It is mostly exported to the plains 
bboceuse the tribal dees not relish it, 


bis 


Eri cocoons are not veered inthe aren 
‘They a1e four ina wild conciticn in the forest 
‘areas of Finepads Mutha and in Korodmutha, 
whore the Sal forest is dense and thick. The 
rnon-Kondh Harijars go into the forests in 


) 


‘9toups they observe certain rites. They do not 
partake of non-vegetable food. onions, garlic 
‘tc. and do not tie their long hair so long they 
10 in the forest. These cocoons are not boiled 
‘but exported a such to the plains. This tind a 
‘market at Borhampur where they are boiled and 
processed for spinning. 


Cattle mortality is very heavy in the area as 
they are not fod in the house and fodeer is out 
Cf the reach of the animals because of the wild 
‘animal menace. The cattle die early. The dead 
‘animats are skinned by the Pano, He trcats the 
‘hides with salt which he purche.es trem she 
‘hide merchant and dties them in the sun. A\ 
this cruce curing the hides are kept in heaps 
‘on the vaianda for sometime. The hide merchant 
‘comes from Tikabalicn convenient market days 
‘and purchases the hides so stored. These hides 

(@ exported to Russelkonda and Berhampur by 
bullock carts or by tucks to the Tenneries at 
these two place, where a second curing is done 
‘and, the hides are exported to Medias. 


Hunting is not merely ® past time of the 
Kondh. It gots him food also. The hunting 
season begins with summer end ends with the 
rainy Season. Its a community attait and all 
males in the village excluding the aged and 
children join. A hunt starts in the mornicg 
duting the summer months and the hunters 
at the house of the village mailick after 
t. Each one is armed with the bow 
‘and arrows, the axe or the Javelin. Scme even 
have long /athi. There are the diemmere with 
the chengu, and some even carry bison hom 
buggles. Most of thom have two or three « 

Jat pipes tucked in the angle of the ear ot in 
‘the turban. They are bare bodied except for a 
‘mall hot! ond @ turban on the head. One or 


‘two persons carry a burning fire brand which 
serves as thematch bcx of the party while 
fighting tho leat pipes. Every vilage has a 
number of strey dogs and individuals also have 
their own pet dogs. The party with dogs reach 
the house of the head man and proceed to tho 
‘sbode ut the village goddess where some obla~ 
tions of milk and raw tice are offer 


‘The dogs of the village run aheed sitting 
‘the ground for the tails of animals. The hun= 
{ws follow the dogs towards the forest. The 
‘dos on getting near the quarry drive it towar 
the Nala or the deep rawine if ary. If the 
‘tiger or a bee: that is roused by the dogs. It 
Is allowed to pass end chase is given to 1 
‘mailer game. When the hunters close ups the 
animals killeé by the arrow Javelin or by the 
‘axe, Hf 6 enimel escapes Ht jumps into tho 
‘Nola or 1uns into the sovine where itis easy to 
stteck and kil it 


10 eoimat is wacked by the dogs the 
panty sus down at the foot of # tee. It is 
{ecided io have a beat and the ivcality is thxed, 
p. Ihe bunteis spread out in a semicircle near 
the seiected spot. The more agile and strong 
take up positions atthe eas of the semicircle 
‘and tbe rest post themselves in the bave of tho 
semicircle. Loud noises re made by the 
‘changu, the bugles and by shouting, The hun- 
{ed animals are roused and while trying to 
‘escape are caught in the somicitcle, and killed 
by the arrow, the Javulin or the Ax. 


After bagging one of two animals, tho 
best is closed by about 3 pm.and the hunters 
usm home with the dead animals. if the bag 
9006 there is jubilation and theve is sicging 
‘and dancing during the home ward march. 
‘There is something like a tharks giving. cere. 
imeny atthe village deity. The animal is. ekin- 
‘ned there end the venison is eppottioned house 
wise. The disabled and tone widows 


‘given their shares although they have net 
Joined the hunt. The villege digal is given the 
‘kin of the animal alorg with his share of the 
meat. 


are used to catch bités which are 
‘good t0 eat. Wild fowl, Gurandi, Snipes. 
Pheasants are snaiedand caught. There is @ big 
tuap, to entrap the gurandi. It is long and hes & 
broad opening at an end. It is made of wattle 
‘woven together in the shape of a long funnel. 
‘@ the trap the Kondh hoots out like 
td and In response to the call te 


‘vidual ventures and the community tingo is 
‘absent, Other birds are caught by the net 
‘sprond cn the ground with some bait strewn 
‘beneath it, Decoy bitds are not used. 


When @ tiger oF @ leopard causes havoc in 
‘a Keeality by killieg oF maiming # large member 


the villagers join together and construct 
trap at the end of the village and close to the 
foot hills. There was cne such 

village Padang! near Guttingla and 


‘cage like contrivance con: 
bout 18° long ord 8” 
ides of this cage are of Sal poles fixed close 
to each other without leaving much of en open. 
ing between them, The height of the pcles is 
42” to 14” overground. This enclosure is 
divided into two compartments one smaller 
than the other. 


‘The partition between these compartment 
Is made of poles fixed deep into. the ground 
‘and 2 reinforcement of split bamboo is added 
to prevent @ head long rush by the trapped 
‘animal. The bigger compartment has a tap 
{d00r of the same material which is held aloft 
by @ rope. There is an opening of about 4° trom 


vy 


the floor when the tap door is ltted up and 
held in position by a rope tied to the partition 
‘wall. This holding rope is so tied to the dvi~ 
ding partition thet if an. animal gropes along 
the partition wall to reach the bait the rope: 
would snap end down would come the tp 
oct ard the animal is held a captive. The bait 

‘pig which ie tied im the smaller 
t Atier completirg Whese arrenge~ 
‘ents by evening the villagers go for focd 
‘acd rest. Between 7 and 9 P.M. the Killer 
fattives catching scent of the bait. walks 
‘ound and round the trap ang gets through the 
tap door which is open and grcpes alorg the 
partticn wall to get atthe bait. tn this process 
the 1cpe holding the trap door snaps and it 
comes dewn with a bang. The tapped animel 
‘whether the tiger er the leopard roars and 
tying to escape from the rap by 
jumpirg over or breaking thicegh the wall of 
the 149 to the glee of the villagers all through 
the night. In tho morning the villagers come 
‘2nd spear the enimal to cesth, and that is tho 
‘ond of the nuiserce in the aca for sometime, 
The trap is not diemanied insmediately but 
allewed to stand for one cr two years to be 
‘used ifthe menace re-appears. 


‘The Delliburt as itis called was intrcduced 
into the area by the oriya muthe heads in tho 
featly part of the last contruiy. Dally is an orlya 
‘eim ( Cal ) ard means gereraliy @ curry of dot, 
fot vegetables mixed with it. This method of 
bunting isa very weired one. After nightfall in 
the dark fortnight 8 group of youngmen get 
ready for the hunt. They have @ screet of split 
‘bamboo about 5x4” which is certicd cn the 
‘shoulders by two mon by means of @ bamboo 
pole tied across. It is about 3" trom the ground. 
‘The screen is painted crudcly in colours and 
the effigy painted is that of God or Geddess 
‘according to oriya corcept. Inthe open space 
bbetwoen the ground ard the bettem of the 


screen a blazing tira is kept up in 2 brazier 
Carried by two persons. The persons carrvieg 
the screen wear jingling anklets which make 2 
noise es the procession moves. Behind the 
bbrazior the huntors move aimed with spears, 
Jthis ax0 ote. The procession winds through 
‘the scrub jungle atthe foot hills and proceeds 
to the jungle beyond. The sound made by the 
‘nklots. and the fire with the Sereon above 
attracts the wild animals towards it. AS they 
‘approach the serecn and gape at the fire and 
‘offigy aboveit they are killed by the exe or 
{ath oF javelin. The bagged animal If small 
handed over to the mon in the near and the 
procession moves forward. This hunting is kept 
‘up for two orthree hours. The animals killed 
fe mostly hares, boar's and the deer also. The 
riya inhabitants generally take to this huntin 
with some Kondhs, follcwing- The major shat 
Of tho meat therefore goes to the Oriya 


Rathakhandi is @sub-member (mutha) of 
Keonjhat where suger cane is grown. Towards 
the floweringa larg number of birds of various 
colours ard of the size of @ lemon come to the 
‘sugar cane field. These birds sre known as the 
Baromasi Chodhei. They are cought by sticks 
smeared with Gum acacia which are tied to the 
sugar can plants. The birds get entangled in 
the Gum either by the logs or wings and sre 
‘caught. They are put in smell bamboo cages 
‘and sold in the market. The birds die within 
fone year andherce arecalied Baromes? Chodie! 


Agricattre 


‘The paddy lands situated in the valley close 
to the village are formed by two highlonds or 
two hillocks on either side of this land. It is 
raised with paddy either transplanted or broed 
‘cast. AS in the plairs seedlings 

‘corner of the feld and tarsplanicd. The trars- 
plantation is not by the single seedling method 
which the tribal considers laberious and time 
taking. The valley boing of a sloping nature, 


side diains are provided to save the fields trom 
‘the hilt drainage which flows with velocity, 
‘Transplantation of paddy isa short of commu- 
‘al activity where the women and girls of the 
village gather on the invitation of the own 
of the land. They are given rice and curry by 
‘about noon. Similarly the harvesting of the 
addy is done by the village men and women 
‘and they ave also fed in the field. The valley is 
terraced inio fields with a good deal of ingen- 
tity ond every field has a di 

which joins the main drainage channel 
‘are rainfed lands since minor irrigation has 
rot been taken up in the area. After the first 
crop of paddy is harvested, greengram as wall 
fas blackgram ave broadcast in the fields. 


On either side of the valley there are up: 
lends which are used for growing kuer? 
(2 millet), horsegram, hillatem, blackgram, 
Resi, tedgram. jowsr. sweet potato. rape etc. 
‘These are purely Rabi crops and are planted 
just at the close of the rains. Turmeric is grown 
jurther up elose to the foothills and in some 
place ginger is grown near the paddy area 
‘where there Is grcatar humidity in this. soil. 
Both ginger snd turmeric are commercial crops 
‘and the enti ginger grown ts exported to the 
plains. A small fraction of the turmeric erop 
is used locally ard the major portion exported 
to the plains through the weekly markets, Tur- 
netic is boiled rubbed and seascned by the 
Hohenle* of the Goné betore its marketing. 
‘Turmeric needs « special soil. The soil is gen 
tally more loamy than sandy. Mf the black 
cotton soll is there mixed in it it is very 
suitable for growieg {urmeric. The manuring of 
‘wimorie is peculiar. Small sal branches with 
very tender leaves are spreed on the turmeric 
tfterit is planted in the soll. The loaves got 
‘sunburnt and get mixed up in the soil by the 
heavy ‘ains in the month of June.The green lea- 
‘ves give some humidity tothe turmeric that Is 


alpnted and then the rains convert the leaves 
into teat manure. 


In the space between the foothills and the 
village, fruit bearing (0 planted. The 
backyord cultivation is not very mech favoured 
bby the tribal because practically he has no beck 
jyrd, Moreover he is woll ergaged in the pody 
Cultivation and has no time for backyard 
Cultivation. In his dict, kitchen gar en vegeta 
bles do not find place and this is enother 
feason why he does not grow vegetables in 
‘wnatover space there is in his backyaid. Only 
plants like Papeyo plantain and sometimes 
Rottcn are grown in the backyaid cren the 
land adjacent to it. 


Weeding end hoeing of the crcps_giewn 
‘onthe up lands is done by the ccmmural 
Gystem of labour and as usual the villagers 
athe Join in these cpsrations are ted by the 
owner of the land. 


ody Cultvet 

‘The Podu cultivation is on the hill tops 
cof hill slopes. It is shifting eultivaticn and the 
Site of the cultivation is charged Lwoiy 3 oF 
‘aryoars and the lend or hill slope at the end 
of this period, is left fallow. Sabai grass and 
ther varieties of gress and scrub jungle grow 
fn this land and after period of 3 to 4 years 


the shurbbery is cut, left to dry and then burnt. 
Atter enough of 
the tibel starts his podu cultivation cnce 


‘gain, White burnicg the grass ete. the Kengh 
Fecaroful to soe that (rut bearing trees it any 
tending In the area are not damaged. The 
toll with the ash on it remains sunbaked tor 
bout « month. Before the seeds are planted 
frome rough dressing of the land is done by 
the filling small depressions on the land. The 


towing of the pedu or begodo begins just 
before the monsoon break up. The tribal 
knows in advance that the rsins are coming 


‘and after offering rice and milk to the deity 


6 


cor Sony Penu he stats planting his podu. He 
‘uses @ dill which is @ piece of wood about 3° 
In tength and 1” in diemeter at the end of 
‘which there is an iron spike Small holes 0! 
bored in rows with the help of this impioment 
‘and the Kondh plants the seeds cne oF two | 
‘each hole. The spacing is customery and bio 
boulders which are on the pedu are ciscum- 
vented. 


ronier 
jotting 
reas to the different variets of 
plants. Small depressions near the big boul 

planted with gourds, pumpkins, 
plantains etc, Wherever the lard is mete even. 
small patches of it ae utlived to grow ‘ue’ 
‘Within @ week or 10 cays frcm the cate of 
sowing the first rains appear and the seeds 
sprout up. There is usually a short gep botw- 
teen the frst showers and the regular rains. 
[After the plents are about a month old the 
first weeding is done as usval with community 
help and the process is repeated after the 
plants are 1" to 18" high. The weeding is 
one very scrupulously ar not even blade 
lf grass is to be sven rear the plants after the: 
Second weeding. An instrument cf the type of 
hoe known as “Godt” is used. It is 8 hand 
instrument ard.can te easily weilded from @ 
siting postuve. Tre plants thereafter are loft te 
‘hriveby themselves, The Kondh trains the cree 
pers cn toa boulder or small shrub which he 
Cuts and foxes on the ground near the runners 
‘The local rurner beans are traired on to small 
tees standirg on the ody. Tho beans are 
plucked by hard as long they ave within reach 
[ter which they ave fet to dry on the 1608. 
When the beens are rip the tree itself is. cut 
bringing down the ereoper with its frults 
There is 8 special species of bean which 
sehen green is consumed in the gruel, in its 
tntipe condion. The ripe pumpkins are 
preserved for the lean months. The ash 
pumpkin is consumed in the kitchen in its 


‘een stage and the ripe ones are sold in the 
market. Caster and Papeya are also planted on 
the podu. The jowar seed is used in the gruel 
‘and @ portion of the crop is used fried and 
‘made into balls with boiling /aggery- The 
bitigram which is grown on the podu is wt 
‘sed a8 # principal item in the gruel in its green 
‘stage, When it dries up it is sold in the 
market. The horsegram and  blackgram 
sold in the local market. Ragi is 
locally consumed. Gourds of different 
‘varieties are grown on the podu land and it 
fs bolle in the gruel and eaten. The non 
‘Odible variety of goured is a multipurpose 
‘one. It is used 08 part of a musical instrument 
known as Dnekke and the smaller ones a! 
‘used as spoons in the Kitchen, the gourd is 
‘also used to preserve and the 
tll smaller ones ave used as drinking glasses 
to drink solpo juice. The large sized gourd is 
‘also used as a pitcher for fetching wather. The 
‘gourd of the medium size is used for storing 
seud grains 2.4 vegetable seeds for the 
‘comirg voor. 


‘problem in 


Drainage of the rain wat 
the podu ar 
‘at velocity damaging the plants in 
‘The kondh with great ingenuicy 
diainage 0 that it dows not In 
cultivation, There Is @ sort of terracing the 
hill slope in this process. 


because it rushes down with 
is way 


‘Mango is @ cultivated crop and the Kondh 
plants one oF two mengo trees. They are his 
‘own property. Where mango grows wild by 
‘castaway stones the trees are commen proper 
ty. There is another veriety of mazgo which 
‘grows on hill tops and hill slopes. This is of & 
very ama size the skin is very thin and the 
stone if a big one. The entire juice of this 
‘mongo is only a few teaspoonful. This is a 
very late variety and tho margoes ripen during 
Jvestha or Asadha (Jure or July) 


‘The mango is esten ripe and a msior 
portion of the crop is used in preparing dried 
‘mango juice in the shape of rolls. The liquid 
juice is well mixed by a bamboo churning 10d 
‘and itis smeared layer after layer on a bamboo 
‘mat or on winnow. When a layer dries in the 
‘sun another layer is put on it. The dohyrated 
‘mango juice is partly consumed by the family 
but the major portion is sold in the plains. 
This is. in Oriya called Ambasode. The mango 
planks are used for door leaves, doorposts ete. 
‘The mango stone is heaped in a comer and 
‘allowed to dry after which itis used for food 
Purposes. There are three peculiar varieties of 
‘mango- one at Lingegaca, it grows to « magn 
‘um size each weighing about ore pound. There 
Js another variety in the Rikola hills which 
‘grows to the size of an Arecenut which ripen 
in Acad, There is another variety of mango 
which Is dark red in colour when ripe. There is 
{8 10 of this variety on the hill saddle opposite 
‘to Ooongi village. The seeds of better variety 
cof mangoes. are usually imported trom the 
plains area, There is no graft mango tee i 

the area so far. The Kondh does not believe in 
grafting, 


Sack Fruit 


‘The jack frit also ripens late in the area 
‘nd grown in clusters. The green jock fruit is 

sed for culinary purposes, because of 
the gum in which the (wit abounds and the 
itficutty of cutting the same Into small 
pleces. Ripe jacktiuit Is eaten with pleasure by. 
the Kondhs. tis rarely sold in markets. The 
seed of the jacktruit are preserved in the house 
‘and are cooked into a curry. The surplus of 
the seeds is sold in the local market on the 
barter system. 


Mohes = 


‘Mohua is a very important veo in the hills 
because of the drink which the Kondh prepared 


trom it. The flowers sre dried and preserved 
for being cooked in the gruel. Oil is extracted 
from the Mohus seeds and this is the only 
cil available to the average Kondh for use as 
jasoner of curry. The mohvs oil is used also 
{or application to the head and body. Themohea 
planks are slso uted wherever necessan 
Mohua trees ave nct planted and they grow in 
‘open dy fields o waste lands. When the flow- 
fring of the tees starts children cf the village 
{90 to pick up the fallen flowers. These are 
partly used at home as food and the surplus is 
fold to the village Sundhi or in the local 
market. 


Tamarind = 


‘The next important tree of the aree is the 
tumatind. te bianches are used as fuel whe- 
never they are cut and lis fruits when ripe aro 
‘collected and sold by the Kondh after the hard 
‘akin isbeaten, The seeds are removed trom the 
tamerind and eaten as sracks. The tried seeds 
‘re made into powder by the crude chakk ard 
this powder is mixed with the gruel cf the 
family. 


Sik Cotton : 

‘The tree ip noxt importanane is the slik 
cotton (buro in Oriya). Its planks ard ballas 
‘are used for building purposes and its fruits 
‘are plucked and sold in the market for use in 
pillows ete. 


‘al isa very Important tree and sorves ma~ 
ny purposes. It has timber and fuel value. The 
bark of this tee is cut at two of three places 
‘nd ftom these cuts @ golatinous substance 
‘oozes cut. When dry this juice solidifies and 
its the “Jnuna"* which is sole 

‘The smoke of the burning JAuns is @ 
tant and keeps off insects ic. in the house. 
‘Sal loaves are used in the leat plate known 26 


‘halt. The Weaves when green serve as wrapp- 
fers for commodities sold by the Mahajan. The 
leaves are used as leaf cups also. 


Sia 


Siali is @ creeper which is in very common 
use in the Kondh land. The leaves are. stitched 
into cups, dishes and receptacles with @ 
‘capacity of an average basket in which seed 
paddy etc. are kept. The Pano who comes to 
the plains with wimeric or ginger for sale, 
cartes his commodities in those big recepta- 
cles. The fibre of the sia croeper Is useful 
for meny purposes. It serves as a twined tope 
and for tying cattle and ploughs etc. The 
{ibe ie also used as newar in weaving the 
cots, which Kondh uses. The siali is a wild 
plant and it grows from its own seeds strewn 
in the area by the wind. 


‘Tripha 
Trifate is @ very important minor forest 
produce of the area, It consists of Haride 


(Myrabolam). Anale (Phylianthus) and Bahode 
(Terminals). The first is used while tanning 
hhides and for Ayurvedic medicinal purposs 
‘The next is used mostly for Ayurvedic modi~ 
inal purposes and Bahads is also used for 
the above purpose. There Is practically no. uso 
for these fruits in the hills and tho entire 
produce collected is exported to the plain: 


Senath 


‘The next important plant is Rella ot Sunsri 
in Oriya. The bark of this tree is scraped out, 
‘ied in the sun and exported into the plains. 
‘whore it is used in tanning hides. 


Mats : 


‘There is e type of mat prepared at Kho. 
monkhol about 20 miles north of | Baligude. 


‘Tho grass used is of a lager size than that 
‘grown in Midnapur and the mats are therefore 
coarse and rough. 


Broom 
Tho most export commodity is the 


‘broom stick. Itis propared from 8 grass 
‘growing inthe hill slopes. The flowering 


stalks of this weed are tied together by  siall 
{ibt@ in 2 very firm manner and it give a good 
‘grip to the hand. The broom sticks have a 
‘good market in and outside Orisse. This is. an 
important cottage industry run by the women 
Cf the house. The Kondh used these brooms 
‘sticks but they are_shorter in length so as to 
‘enable the women folk to sweep the room 
1 the squatting position. 


2) 


Primary Education of Tribal Children 
through Mother Tongue. 


A conference was held in 1958 under the 
auspices of the University of Calcutta, in the 
Department of Anthropology. Calcutte Uni- 
versity in cooperation with the UNESCO to 

iscuss the nature of changes which wore 


taking place in Tiaditional Cultures as a 
sult of modem industrial developments. 
When Prof. K: P. Chattopadhyay, Professor 


lof Anthropology prosented his paper on the 
thome of the conference Prot. Suniti Kumar 
Chatterjee, Emoritus Professor, Calcutta Uni- 
‘vrsity wanted to know from him whether be 
had found among the Santals any desire 10 
study their own language. The reply given by 
Prot. K.P. Chattopadhyay is reproduced 
bolow. 


‘1 have worked in thiee areas where | 


have had some opportunities of seeing that 
the tribals fee! about their 


‘own language. 
tribal areas in 

nat and Orissa, the Khasi areas in 
‘Assam and the Korku in Madhya Pradesh. 
Whore Santali is the medium of ‘instruction 
for Santals of Khasi for Khasis, fell advantage 
is taken by them of such education through 
their mother tongue. Similar facilities were 
not available in many places though it was 
declared by the Goverzment of India that 
primary education is to be imparted to the 


N. Patnaik: 


you will got many Santal students in primary 
‘schools | regret to state that the medium of fn 
‘tuction in Bengali and that is the reason why 
many a1@ not able to go up for higher educa~ 
tion. In Bengal the Santals are bilingual 00 
‘doubt and they Nike Bengali literature but thoy 
0 want edvcaticn through the medium of 
‘their cwn language. In Meighat the medium 
is Hindi for the Korku children and thore is 
similar rouble. In Koraput in Orissa, tho 
medium is Oriya end except in Khasi hills the 
medio in Assam tribal areas is Assomose. The 
tribal folk resent such intrusion of langueges”. 


In the speech delivered by Dr. Debipr 
shan Pattnaik, 2 Director, Institute of Indian 
Largueges on the occasion of Silver Jubilee 
Celebration of Praranaih College, Khurce he 
‘said that the child gresps though mothor 
tongue its surrounding and develops its femi- 
larity with it, comes. to know by degrees inti. 
mately about people, animals. plants, fruit and 
flowers and other constituents of its native 
place. Iti through the mother-tongue thet the 
child learns to differentiate different thcvghts 
‘and expressions arising trem diffrent situs. 
tions. The mother-torgce is that langtage the 
loss of which results in severance with one’ 
‘ows, mythic past and cultural tradticn, 


But in the contemporary world the 
scholars argue as much in favour of mother 
tongue a8 medium of instruction atthe primary 
level as against it. While the University Grants 
Commission and the Governmental Language 
‘Commission have opined that the languages 
of advanced and well organised communities 
‘having rich 
spread popularity should be adopted a3 the 
‘medium of instruction, many langcage speci 
lists are against this opinion. They express 
the feeling that by adoptidg the advanced 
languages as the medium of instruction the 


seriptiess languages of tribal communities 
will not only lute their cultural linkages and 
raditions but in tho {eng 1un will also. vanish 


and die out. 


Lea ning through mother-tongue is it= 
‘olf a part of the process of child develep~ 
‘ment where as the learning of other languages 
help the child acquive that process of deve 


opment, It isin this context that one's own: 
‘mother ~ tongue 


ond its second or 


‘ment. It is unanimously agreed upon by 
‘cholars of different schools of thought that 
rmethor-tongue occupies an important place 
In the development of mental faculty of the 
child. Therefore, learning of the second lengu- 
‘age should be besed on the foundaticn cf the 
mother-tongue. Following this generally 
‘agreed upon principles it has been the 
thinking of the linguists andeducaticnists that 
instructions should be imparted to the children 
‘at the primary level through the mother-tongue 
Using‘locat seripts. 


By way of explaining the reasons for con- 


of literacy emong the tribal people Or. 
anta Mohapatie.? Commissioner, Harijan ard 


‘observed thatthe teachers sre mostly cut- 
local 


‘idere and are not acquainted with the 
‘cultural and social thos. and 
Giatects. The medium of instruction isthe 
local State language while at home the child 
speaks his own tribal language. 


‘Keeping in view these problems and many 
‘other problems which stand in the way of 
educations! improvment smorg the tribal 
people the State Goverment has initiated a 
‘number of stops to tackle the situation. One 
Of the steps is in respect of preparation of 
suitable primers with words from the tribal 
languages written in Oriya script. Based on 
several studies on the model primers to be 
‘used in the primary schools of the tribal areas 
‘kind of graded primers for three major tribal 
regions of the State have been devised. The 
mcdel is based upon creating primers using & 


‘vocabulary whieh is a mix of words taken trem 
the tibet dialect of the local tribal region arid 
riya in a graded manner. 

In the lowest class a larger percentage 


language is used 
ro given in Oriya 


‘of words in the focal ti 
In the primar. These words 
script because except Santali other tribal 
langueges do not tave script of their own. 
When the child yeads ot bears these words he 
thas known of heard at home these words and 


therefore the process of learning of thos 
words beccmes easior and quicker. As a oild 
stage the 


‘9088 higher up in the primary 
percentage of words in tho local tribe! langu~ 
‘age gets teducod and thet of the Oriya words 
in the total yocabulay used in the primer 9¥ 
ally increases until inthe higer grades all 
the words used in the vorsbulary of the text 
‘book are in Oriya fanguage and nothing in 
ibal language. By this process a tibal child 
‘does not find any difficuty in learnieg st tho 
lowest level of education. Ar he grows up and 
‘908s higher up in educational stendard he 


earns more and more of Oriya language which 
veeand help him in prosecuting higher studies. 
“The State has three major tribal language arees 
tnd thvee different sets of primers for this 
purpose havo been prepared and triedout In 
Fimited scale. From the next scadomic year 
they will be put into envorsa use. 


“tho conclusion which one can draw trom 
tne foregoing paragraphs is thet the tribal 
‘chitdren will have greater interest in schooling 
ft the tessons are taught through the medium 
ff their mother-tongue. In other words. Ifthe 
edi of instruction in Oriya in some places 
nhere the tribal children have sufficient 
mney in Oriye language they may have 

In order to 
find out tho reality in this matter 8 survoy was: 
Undertaken in different tribal areas end the 
ate regarding the degree of proficiency in 
Oriya fanugage rangirg from understand and 
‘speek to donot understand among the tibsl 
children of age-groups of O-11 years ard 
11-16 years and whether they were going to 
choo! oF not were gathered. These date were 
‘analysed by cross.tabulating the proficiency 
in Oriya language with going/not goirg to sch- 
‘ool. The data pertinent to this issue were gat~ 
hered from all households of the areaunder the 
Orissa’s tribal sub-plant in the Universal Bench 
Mark Survey. For the sake of illustration 
18 covered under Koraput, Surdargarh and 
Mayurbhan} ITOAS only are mentioned in this 
paper. The deta pertaining to Koraput ITOA 
‘are prosented in Table 1, to Mayurbhan} ITOA 
in Table 2, and to Sundergarh ITDA in Tebs 
2, The general observations of these tables 
‘0 givan below 
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Koraput TDA : 


41. Imespective of age-groups and proficiency 
in local Oriye language the percentage of 
Children not going to schoc! is very much 
larger than of those going to school. In other 
words, greater proficiency in local Oriya 
language makes no difference in the extent of 
‘90ing to school. This is wwe of children of 
both the age groups in all the 13 blocks of the 
Koraput ITDA. 


2. However, when compared between thot 
‘school going children having knowledge to 
the extent of understanding and speaking in 
Oriya language ard those not having any such 
knowledge the percentage of the former group 
Of children ie greatear than that of tho latter 
‘group in eight blocks out of 13 blocks in the 
cease of 0.11 yoat sge-group and in nine out 
of the same number of blocks in the case of 
11.16 year age-greup. In most cases the 
Cifterence is spectacular. but there are 8 fow 
cases where the difference is marginal. A 
‘compsriscn between the two groups of schoo! 
‘gaping children both having some proficiency 
in local Oriya langue but differing in ag 


‘groups, one belonging to the lewer age- 
‘gtoup of 0-11 years ard the other to the 
higher age group cf 11-16 yeers shows that 


the percentage of the former category of chi 
dren (schoo! going. speak and undererstand 
Oriys language and 0-11 yest age-group ) is 
porceptably greater than of that latter category 
ff ehiloren (schoo! going. speak and under. 
stand Oriya language and 11-18 year age 
Up) in all Blocks except in one in which 
the figure is zero in both the age-qroups, 


41, The situation which was observed in Kora- 
put distriet in respect of the higher proportion 


‘same in the case of Mayurbhan} district. The 
percentage of children of both the ege-groups. 
and irespective of thelr proficiency or other- 


‘wise in local Oriya language is greater then 
that of those going to school in all the 17 
blocks. As indicated above it may be stressed 
that the factor of proficiency in understanding 
‘and speaking Oriya language dose not show 
‘any difference {rom the factor of the lack of 
knowledge in the language in the matier of 
‘oping to school, 


2, The comparison between the proportion 
(of the school going children having ability 10 
‘peak and understand Oriya language end that 
ff thelr counterparts not having any know. 
ledge in Oriya tengvage shows that in 13 out 
‘of 17 blocks the proportion of the former 
‘category of children is greater in the age. 
‘group of 0-11 years. The corresponding figure 
{or the higher age.qroup of 11-16 years is 15, 
that is in 18 out of 17 blocks the proportion 
fof the school going children having prot 
foncy in Oriya language Is greeter than their 
‘counterparts having no Knowledge in this 
knowledge. 


3. In goven out of 17 blocks the percentage 
of school going children of lower age-group 
‘of 0-11 years having ability to speak and 


language is greater then their 
‘counterparts belonging to higher age-group 
lof 11-16 years. In other words, the proportion 
Of school going children of higher age group 
fof 11-16 years having proficiency in Oriya 
language is greeter in 10 cut of 17 blocks, 
This isa stityation not found in Koraput 
district. 


Sondargarh TOA: 


1. Asin the case of Koraput and Mayurbhan} 
the same picture of very low proportion of 
children going to school irrespective of ag 
‘Groups and of ability or otherwise in toca 
(Oriya language is noticed in Sundargeth ITDA. 


2. Theproportion of school going children 
having proticieney of specking and underst 
nding Oriya language is greeter then that of 
thon school going children not knowing Oriya 
language in five out of six blocks in the lows 
‘age-group of 0-11 years. But in the higher 
the proportion of 
proficient in 
er then that of non 
‘schoo! going children knewing Oriya language 
{mn alt the six blocks of Sundargarh ITDA, 


3. Except two biccks where the proportion 
of school going children of lower age group 
‘of 0-11 years heving proticieney in Oriya tan. 
‘guage is greeter than that of their counterparts 
of higher age-group of 11-16 years inthe 1 
‘maining four blccks the reverse is true. 
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Inter {TDA comparison of some points 
particularly those in respect of the percentage 
‘of school going children of both tho age - 
‘groups having proficieny in Oriya language 
‘Shows that Sundargarh ITDA leads Mayurbs- 
tila ITOA which in turn leads Koreput in this 
fegard. The figures are presented in the 
statement-1 

Statement — 1 


(inter ITOA comparison of proportion of 
‘schoel going children having proficiency in 
Oriya tangvage:) 


Porcentege Percentage 
tang in ‘ange in 
‘Age-groun ‘Age-groun 
0-11 yours 11-16 years. 


ae 


Koraput 10.79-14039.081-178 
Mayurbhan} 19:96-90.89 —10.75-35.71 
Sundargerh 24.85-97.:9 17.85-36.C3. 


a 


Another comparison in respect of the 
percentage of school going children of beth 
the ege.groups not enersiandirg Oriya argu 
‘age shows that Sundargath leads Koraput 
which in turn leads Mayurbhan} in the case 
Of the lower age-group of 0-17 years. But in 
the case of the higher age-group cf 11-16 
‘yoars Mayurbhanj leads the other two districts, 
‘The inter ITOA comparative figures are prescn- 
ted in the Statement~ 


Statement — 
(Inter {TDA Comparison of proportion ot 
‘school going children not understanding 
Oriya langage.) 


( 


Percentage Percentage 
rang i range in 
Age-group Age-group 
(0-11 yoars 11-16 v 
Koraput —-4.70-25.37 —0.81-16.67 
Mayurbhanj 0.00-36.00 2.46-60.00 
Sundaigath 13.78-24.23 _(0.00-23.35 


‘The data collected in the Universal Bench 
‘Mark Survey show that irrespective of age 
‘Groups and knowledge in loce! Oriya language 
the proportion ef school going Children 
is much lees than that of the non-school goirg 
‘children in all the thiee ITDAs. Except in one 
case whero the perceniage of schoo! going 
children tas gone upto 60 percent, in other 
‘cases it varies between 0 and 37.29 percent, 


‘A ook at the two statement given above 
shows some marked differences. The 
imant=1 which records percentage reng of the 
choc! going cliidien of both these.9rouns 
having proficiency in Oriya language shows & 
better picture than what is fourd In the st 
ment-2 which gives percentage range of the 
‘school going children of both the age-grouns 
having no kncwiedge in local Oriya tenguege. 
Whether or not the factor of proficiency in 
Oriya language bas caused this difference it 
is difficulty 10 say. 


‘Another point which comes out from these 
statements is that the proportion of school 
ing children belonging to younger age-gioup 
Of 0-11 years is greater in all districts than 
{the prcportion of their counterparts of older 
fage-groups of 11-16 years iniespective of 
Knowledge in Oriya langage. The percentage 
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of 2.45-£0.00 which refers to sehoot going 
children of oldet-group having no knowledge 
In Oriya language in the case of Mayurbhan| 
district appears to be an exception and it is 
difficult to say why it isso in this ease, Other 
wise as the data indicate one is inclined 10 
think that the interest and eagerness of the 
(Oriya knowing tribal children of younger ege- 
‘group for going to schoo! may be greater than 
that of their counterparts belonging to higher 
‘age-group and havirg no knowledge in Oriya 
fanguage. Further studies may bring out 
‘additional information regarding this problem. 
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Approaches to Backward District Planning : 
Case Study of Boudh-Khondhmals District in Orissa 


Anveduetion : 


The history of backward area planning is 
8 old 2s the India economic planning iteelt. 
Howover, the eal emphasis was given in the 
Third Five Year Pian document. The pandey 
and Wanchoo Committee Weiking Groups a 
‘oted for the identification and formulation of 
policy guidelines for the backward district 
velopment. The concept and pattern of 
development programmes have taken ¢) 
shapes in different times ard at cittorort 
laces. In spite of the best possible objec. 
ives ard techniques, there is» wide gop 
between the assessment and achievement in 
the developmental activities. The different 
‘Approaches experimeried at different plac 
id not assure much yield for want of proper 
nding ofthe concerned 


fogions, constituent elements end other 
attendant prcblems. It is very dificult to fire 
‘Ut the real crux of the problem. The cesived 


‘success of our planning process has ot bee 
15 due to the multitudinal faulty 
‘actions in the 


eat of Poli 


‘an attompt is mace in this peper tor a syste 


JK. Routray 


‘matic and rational approsch with particular 
wterence to Beudh-Khondhmals district of 
Orissa. 


Selection of Study Area : 


The district has boon identified as the 
most backward in the state of Orissa 
by many regional scientists. It hes boon 


‘identified on the basis of the index of agricul 
twral development. index of secondary sector 
‘activities including mining, index of tertiary 


sector activities including infrastructure and 
index of socio-cultural activities. The district 
{s not only backward trom the total perspec 


‘of eccnomie development, it is also in each 
‘end every sectors of economy, The pattern 
cf development remained exactly seme during 
1961 and 1971. In both the time periods 
te district has occupied the lowest position 
in the ladder of vconom.c development as well 

jin sectoral dovelcpment among thivieen 
districts of the state. The situation is almost 
Identical in the year 1581, 


Geographical Setting 


The whole district is on undulating plate 
‘except having 2 narrow valley plain slong the 


‘This paper is extracted from the author's planning dissertation “Develcpment Pi 
‘a Backward District : Case Study of Boudh- 


ning of 


Khcndhmats District, Orisse 


Tol and Mahandi river system in the North. 
‘About 60 per cent of the total population 
constitute scheduled tribes and scheduled 
‘castes taken together, out of which 40 percent 
‘of the total population belong to the scheduled 
‘as the resource endowment is 
district is. potentially rich in 


managed for @ meaningful exploi- 
tation and utilization. The forest area cove 
‘about 80% of the total geographical ares and 
{tie the primary source of income for large 
section of tribal pepulation. The insignificant 
occurrence of clay and graphite do not give 
scope for economic exploitation ard 


dove 
‘The district is compr 
development blocks with an ares of 11070 sq. 
Kms. and « population of 621676 in 1971 and 
T2772 in 1881. 


dantitication of 


‘The constraints which retard the process 
‘of development can be Identified in the 
following major corridors. 


a, The district Is traquently prore to 
‘drought because of ‘erratic and unti- 
Imely taiufalt distribution patiern 
‘accompanied with poor water manage- 
mont, teflected in poor agriculture 
development, the basic arid key factor 
inthe process of the economic deve. 
opment of this district, 


b. Practice of shifting cultivation in hilly 
areas by tibel communit os 
large-scale deforestation, 
followed by soil erosion. 
decreasing trend cf soil fertility and 
innumerable sets of related severe 
problems. 


. High concentiation of backward class 
‘population along with high concentre 
ton of tribal population poses serious 
‘problem in the field of planning and 
evelopment. 


1d. Because of hilly end forest treck, poor 


which remain 
Isolated {com the existing development 
pattern. 


scattored settlements, 


Hore an attempt is made to astoss the 

present pattern of development with respect 10 

the available development potential factors. by 

The cver all develcpment cf any 

function of its existing deve- 
ng with sce. dell 


evolopment potential is the combi 
of demographic, resource end inf 
potential; in which the role of rescurce poten 
tial is important cne. The resource potenti 
can be specified as mineral resource, forest 
tesouree, soll resource moasured in terms of 
fertility status and water resources ( both 
surface and grourd water), 


ooping these views in background, the 
total picture of econcmic development and 
evelopment potential were obtained by 
setecting few indicators fer both the purposes 
‘and prepating compesite index by first Princi~ 


pal Component Analysis. ( Indicator 
‘Annexure 1). The pattern of economic 
‘development vis-a-vis the development poten 


tial by blocks can be compared from the 
following statement, 


Diderot —Tavels af Feano- Levels of Deve 


Develop mic Development lopmert 
ment Potential 
Tat order 6. Udayagi Chakaped, 
(High) Boudhe Phulbanie Bcudhe 
2nn order Kantemet. 
(Medium)  Chokapad 
Nuagaon 
Sid erdut Tikabali 
(Low Tumuditench 
Daringibedi. ——_—Raikia, 
Harabhengas. 
Khajuriopaca, 2 
R Temudibendh 
‘th order Baliguda, Deringibadi. 
(very low) Kotagarh Kotagart. 
Phiringia Phin 


From the analysis it is revealed that the 
present pattern of economic develcpment is 
more of less concomitent with the existing 
pattern of development potential. partly created 
fof to be created by blocks. The blocks like 
Chakapad and Baliguéa are not developed 
upto the expectation level as depicted in the 
development patert'al ladder. G. Udayagi 
Phulbani, Daringibadi biccks have beer 
developed beyond their :copes of development 
potential. Most of the tribal blocks remained 
backward Irrespective of development poten 
tial factors a8 they were not properly availed 
in those areas and secondly, the exploited 
tribals wore deprived of availing the facilites 
‘because cf insttutioral bottlenecks, political 
ard celal factors. In contrast to this, 
G. Udayagiti beirg a tribal block tas éeve- 
oped beyord the expectation timit. is mostly 
‘due to the Christian missionary activicies. ‘The 
Boudh block bas availed picperly all the 
for which it stands 


‘out prominently in the levels of economic 


Inspite 
ble physical leeaticn and having 
uniform fertiie soll track, these two blocks 
hhave not been developed much as it was 
‘generally expected, 


‘The analysis of this type is just not to 
isclate there blocks from the main stream of 
‘develcoment and planning process, it Is 

to strengthen further with new struct 
Infrastructure. Simultanecusly due empha 
‘will be given for the development of the 
undeveloped tribal biccks in an integrated 


Pattern of Development am 
‘Tribes with respect to Non-tribes 


‘The level of economic development of eny 
region does not necessarily reflect the level of 
<evel=pment sitained by all sections of People 
of the concerned region. Generally the 
parameters chosen for the measurement of 
‘eccncmic development is mainly from different 
‘sectors of econcmy and alongwith availability 


of infrastructural and community facilities. 
‘As 2 result, the composite picture reflects. the 
felative development of spatial units rather 


than true development of the population 
‘concerntd in each ct the units. The district 
ike Boudh-Khondhmals, which is dominated 


bya large section of backward class popula. 
tion and there ae a large number of tribal 
‘groups among the wibes, it is very much 
important to assass the present pat 
evelopment among the tribes with 
to non-tnibals before formulating ary policy 
strategy for the tribal community as @ 
whole, 


The relative develcpment is judged here 
con the basis of the Education, Urbanization 


fand participation in different Economic 
Activities. ‘The relative position of eifferent 
‘ibal groups, all tribes tsken together and 
non-tribals are represented in the following 
table: 


‘Seora, Khond. Shabar, Gond. 
‘other minor tribes, unspeci 


fled tribes. 

(Medium) ———Khaira, —Khandha - Gavds. 
‘Munda, Non-tuibes 

(High Nie 

(very High) Kull, Bhuiya 


‘Major tribal groups attained low develop- 
‘mont which altogether consitute 98.81 per cent 
‘of the total tribal population. The major tribe. 
Khond which shares 83.11 per cent of tribal 
population alcne, attained signitiesrtly low 
dovelopment with respect to other tribal 
‘9t0Uups, Medium ond high devolcped tribat 
‘9rCUps, though they represent very low per~ 
‘contage (1.38) of the total tribel pepvlation. 
is highly indicative that these ital 

(Kuli, Bhuiya) are more éevsleped than non- 
tribals, All tribes taken together present a 
‘very poor picture in comparision to Gond, 
Khaira, Kondha-Gauds, Murda, Kuli, Biuiya 
‘and above all with respect to nontribals 


Fination of Priority Areas and Prospects of 
Develepmeat 


Looking towards the major problems end 
pattern of eccncmic develepmert vis 
development potential; the priortv areas of 
planning have been fixed up on the following 
order : 


i) Due emphasis shculd be given to 


backward tribal blocks (Phitingia, 
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Kotegath, Baliguéa, Raikia, Khajuria. 
‘pads, Daringibadi. Tumudibanch and 

Jong with Haabtar ga block 
‘and by this simultaneously streng- 
thening developed bod 


1) Special care will be taken for tribal 
‘and backward class community, with 
‘special attention on backward tribal 
Groups (Kol, Mirdhas, Maya, Kote, 
Saora Khord, Shabar, Gond oc 
‘other minor tribes) for economic end 


social development. 


‘As far as the prospects of development is 
concerred, the priority areas of eccnomic 
‘development concentiaie on : 


2) Agricutture! development plen slorg 
with irrigation and watershed manage. 
‘ment programme; 


Planning for Diary and Animal Hus- 
bandry: 


») 


Planning for forest resource devolop- 
‘mont; 


° 


‘Though there is # limited scope for 
industrialization. the importance will 
‘be given to agro-based, diary and 
forest-bared industries with hous 
bold industries 


Lastly in order to carry out successful 
development of the district, the infrastructure 
‘and service feclities will be taken irto consi. 
oraticn by 2 set of well co-ordinated rurat 
service centies along with eccnemie develep- 
ment plan. 


Importent Observation 


‘The success of planning and development 
‘can be measured from the efficient utilization 
of available labour force in productive purposes 


‘and finally providing them meaningful employ- 
ment opportunity. Primary sector is the most 
Important one for the éevelcpment of this 
istrict, go it has bosn tried to estimate the 
‘under-employment figure to assess the success 
of the develepment plans during the planning, 
periods. 

As It is observed frem the present situation, 
(1976.77) 26% of primary sector labour force 
temain urder-emplcyed. By the end of 196%, 
the under-employment will be reduced to 
9.03%, if due emphasis is made tor the sector 
discussed in priority areas of ection. It wil 
be reduced further to 324% by 1991. By this 
time, the agriculture sector will reach at 
jaturation point both in terms of avalability 
fof agricultural tand as well as irrigation 
facilities, As @ matter of fact this under 
‘omployment will again take arising wend and 
it will bo 24.23 por cent by 2001. A.D If the 
‘uneconomic forest land is added to agricultural 
practices, it will qeneraie employment for a 
Jaige number af labourforee, the percentage of 
‘under-omployment will be reduced to 9.60 as 
‘ageinst 24.23 per cont. So in the second 
phase of planning (1997-2007). the emphasis 
‘must be given to non-agricultural snctors for 
Cffective employment. At this stage comp 
hensive skill development plan is essential 
Proaent Pattarn of Development Programmes, ite 
impact and achievement 

In addition to general evelopment pro- 
‘grammes by different government departments, 
‘there are some special Development Agencies 
‘operating in this district. The Agencies are: 
Drought Programme Agency 
(OPAPA), fed Tribal Develepment 
Agency (ITOA), Tribal Development Agency 
(TDA), Kutia-Khondh Development Agency 
(KDA) and recently introduced Integrated 
Rural Development Agency (|RDPA). These is 

ticn in the aim, objectives end 
‘contents of all these programmes. The opera. 
methods are exactly same for al 


tional 
programmes. 
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‘Whatever may be the development projects, 
their impacts and achievements are not studied 
and siso not evaluated so far. However, the 
‘achievement in itrgation sector is remarkebl 
After completion of all the medium, minor 
gation projects, the irigation potential is to 
be increased 10 28.61%, by 1981 and 43.14 
percent by 1991 as against today only 13.28 
per cent. The major picbioms asscciated with 
these development agencies ar 
|) The investment has been made without 
‘assessing the demand and need of the 
‘people, ares and sectors of economy; 
1) Secondly, the potential study of 
different sectors of economy is not 
0 
)) There is no such priority pregramme, 
{85 whore to invest and also in which 
sector. AS a matter of foct the total 
‘available funds are distributed among 
‘the Government Departments unlike 


that of departmental programmes 
without keeping ary relation to ne 
‘ond demand: 


lv) At present there Is no such planning, 
machinery t0 prepare. development 
plans oither for the di 
blocks 


Present Practice Fl 
mentation» 

District Development Officer is the aviho- 
ty to fix up different development progra.. 
‘mmes with the consultation of other 
Government Departments Agriculture, 
Industry, Animal Husbandry. Forest. Soil 
Conservation,» Health ete.) at district tevot 
under whe direct supervision of Disuict 
collectet, Inaddition to this all the sectoral 
evelopment programmes re prepared in 
respective departments separately without 
proper co-cidination snd integration between 
the departmects. The present way of propara- 
ton and implementation of development plans 
‘are not suited for integrated balanced develop. 


) 


‘Tho sim of the District industrial 
is not only for ptomoticn and control 
ff industries, rather to create development 
Potential for future industiies ard it eennot be 
ossible without integrating other sectoral 


To overcome all these problems, ther 
vital ncad for the establishment of istrict 
Plarining Celt consisting of tained planners 
{rom difterent disciplines (Geography, Econo 
mics, Statisties, Sociolcay. Anihopology+ 
Engineoting. Industrial Management, Agvicul- 
ture and Veterinary Science). An organisation 
bf this kind will cortainty ereate secpe for the 
preparation of @ devolcprient plan giving 
Bceommcdation to all such developmental 
programms presently carried cut by éifferent 
Govelopment agencies and departments in 
fsolation, to promote balanced occnomic 
dovelopment among the blocks. amora all 
sections of population. kespirg beimonic 
fSlationship with varicus sectors of econcmy. 
‘The District Planning Cell will not only prepare 
plans, but. sls0 be. given responsibility 10 
Faplemant inthe field.” Thus the gep between 
the thoory and practice can be easily bricged 
up for effective implementation. 

Cconclas 

Inaddition to multipurpose, multi-sectos, 
multi-level and multi-seetion planning appros- 
ches, due emphasis was given to specie! siea 
‘and integrated planning apprcectes, pertl- 
‘ularly duting the last decade. The integrated 
planning approach was mainly revolved rund 
the growth centre technique. Unfortunately. 
the concent has been widely ured for service 
purposes rather than indusitiat deveicpment in 
backward areas, The location of some prcpul~ 
sive stool industuice in backward avees of the 
county, such as Rowkela, Bhilai. Ourgapur 
‘Jamshedpur could not do any justice to the 
backward area development. On the other 
hand these industria! conties strongtherod 
significantly the national economy. There is 
nothing wrong with the different concepts and 
‘approaches of planning. But these approaches 
‘cannot be viewed in isolation, proper weightage 
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mest be given to Seciological_phencmen 
Hence. # discussion on sociclegicel approach 
Is in crder bere. 

‘While prepsting development plans for 
Deckward aiees, the planners must take into 
‘eccount the conflicting situation which vsvelly 
ises due to caste as woll #8 econcmic and 
religious class system and a veriety of other 
‘causes. Bocause this occurs due to the wiée 
‘variation of espirations frcm an individcal to @ 
‘group ard ficm a society to another society. 
‘These conflict and aspitaticn factors are never 
foreseen in tbe preparation of evelopment 
plans. So the conflict and axpirstion must bo 
resolved in harmony and finally it is to bo 
tuensferied toa viable credibility model for 
‘effective implementation in the field. 

‘Apart from thi, the Tribal Planning const 

tutes a major section of Backward Arca 
Planning. as far as this district is concerned. 
‘The approaches for tibal plenning are very 
much similar to those of other economic 
planning in ether aress. but the guiding poli~ 
ties are quite different. As fat as the policies 
of tibal cevelopment are concerned the policy 
ff revitalization has got cerlain adveniogss 
‘over others, such as the policy of Isolation, 
the policy of Intervention ard the policy of 
‘Assimilation of cultures. Policy of Revita 
tion is very much ecientific and pertinent to 
revitalise the existing elements of socio- 
feconcmic an cultural milieu. in each of tho 
bal societies 10 provide more stability 
instead of isolating them frem the main stream 
Cf National Ocvelcpment Programmes. Thore~ 
fore, itis futile either to force them to aesimi- 
fate the non-tribal cultures oF 10 Inteivene in 
the process of epontereous ccvelepment of 
Inbal societies. 

From the above, tis ccncluced that the 
aystematic apprcack may be eccopied jn the 
Tight of Boush-Khordhmale disiriet experience 
‘and it may be further applied to other back. 
‘ward districts of Orissa for a more meaningtvl 
developmental plenning. 


ve 


Selected Indicators for Economic Development 
by Blocks : 


1. Intensity of cropping, 2. Percentage 
of itigated land to net erea sown, 3. Ar 
under high yielding variety as percentage to 
not area sown, 4. Consumption of chemical 
fortlizers per hectare of net area sown, 
6. Sectoial concentration of secondary labour 
fal concentration of tertiary 
Porcentage of female labour 
force in tertiary ectvities, 8. Sectoral concent 
ration of labour force in trade and commerce, 
8. Sectoral concentration of labour force in 
‘transport and communication, 10. Population 
density, 14. Literacy, 12. Road density 
{all types) per 100 Sq. Kms. of area. 13. Perce- 
inlage of villages electrified. 14. Primary and 
Middle Schools per 100 Sq. Kms. of area, 
15, Primary and Middle Schools per 100 
population, 16. Seconeary Schools per 
400 Sq. Kms. of ates, 17. Secondary Schols 

9 10,000 pepulation, 18. Number of hospital 
beds per 1000 population, 19. Number of 
hospital and dispensaries per 1C0 Sq. Kms, of 
‘are, 20, Number of yotorinary hospitals, 
veterinary dispensary, Livestock Ald Contes 
per 100 Sa. Kms. of area 


Selected Indicators for Development Potential: 


1, Population density, 2. Percentage 
Working force, 3. Availability of cultivable 
land per agricultural femily in hect 
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4. Coverage of cultivable land as percent to 
‘vcgraphicel area, 6. Irigation potential a 
‘can be created by different sources ax per cont 
to total available cultivable land, 6, Cos 

of icrigation potential ree by groundwater 
development 98 percent to total avellabio 
cultivable land. 7. Coverage of forest land as 
peicentege to total geographical area, 
8. Coverage of pasture and grazing land os 
percentage to total geographical area, 9. Road 
density (all types) per 100 Sq. Kms. of ares, 
10. Spatial concentration of primary and 
Middle Schools per 100 Sq. Kms. ot area, 
14. Spatial concentration of agricultural 
cocperatives per 100 Sa. Kms, of ares. 


CC. Selected Indicators to measure the Levels of 
Development among the Scheduled Tribes : 


4. Literacy, 2. Female Literacy, 3. Level 

of uibanisaticn, 4. Percentage of working 
force t9 total population, 5+ Percentage of 
Female Woskers to total Workers, 6, Pe 
centage of Secondary working force, 
7. Percentage of female workers In secondary 
activities, 8 Percentage of workers in 
Industry and manufacturing. 9. Percentage of 
workers in construction, 10. 
tertiary works, 
‘workers In tertiary activity, 12. 
workers in trade end commerce, 13. Per 
‘contage of workers in transport and communi~ 
cation, 14, Percentage of workers in other 
services. 
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Impact of Information Sources on the Adoption 
of High Yielding Paddy Variety 


A,gicuiture is te main occupation for 

f luige number of ‘ibals In Indie, Dosale 
(980) has rightly pointed out that though 
frumerous egreultral plans viz; Tibal Sub- 
omsent etc. have been 


Avery it 
‘development in the eres of hills and mountains 
Inhabited by the tribals. Maharashtra stands 
‘sixth in the country with regard to the size 
Of tribal population and shares about 7.3 per 
‘ont of total tribel population. Tribal Commu- 
fy in Maharashtra is spread over in thane: 
Nasik,’ Ohule, Ahmadnagar, Pune, Yeotmel. 
‘Amaravoti, Chandrapur and Gadchirol district 
They are-concentiated in three regions vi 
‘western, eastern and northern regions. 


» Tribals.attach special significance to the 
tend and they consider it as their life partner 
‘and saviour. However, mest of the tribals 
1. Professor of Agril. Extension, 
2. Assistant Professor of Aati 

a 


Extension, Mahatma Phule 
1413 722. Dist. Abmadnagat (Maherashtre Stat 


possess only small land holdings. It is an 
‘established fact that tribal agriculture is mostly 
of subsistence nature and is characterised by 
the problemes of foodgrains just sufficient 
to moet their requirements, generally at & 
ow level of living. The use of focal seeds 
‘growing of rainfed crops, use cf family labour 
toe of crude tools and implements, production 
for, self consumption constitute the main 
trements of such agriculture (Reddy & Ramal- 
h1902). There is hardly any detailed 
fiterature avoitable on the tribol farming 
‘systems followed by the various tribes in the 
Country end hence there is # need to study 
Coricutural aspects of tribals, as ariulture 
athe bese of any civilization or culture. 
‘soricuturel 


‘The prosperity gene 
technology of agricultural production 
‘being accrued by the tribals in the underdovel 
foped areas. The farmers in this area ar® 

itive techniques of production 


‘Agriculturat University, 


